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ABSOLUTELY PURE, tHererore BEST. 


| “Lights refreshing, and invigorating to the jaded mind and — 
delicious to. “? palaté ; Lewes pute and free from alkalies.” 


FA MILY DOUTOR. © 


“LARGES if od CUSTOMERS IN THE ‘WORLD. 
“LADIES' © 
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‘Next Week's ““P.W.” will be the CHRISTMAS DOUBLE NUMBER, ana will cost Twopence. Tell your 


“OTO INTEREST(O:. 
TO ELEVATE, TO AMUSE. ¢ 


Friends about it—for Auld Acquaintance Sake. 
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SWEET KITTY NEIL. 

“ Au, sweet Kitty Neil, rise up from that wheel, 

Your neat little foot will be weary from spinning; 
Come trip down with me to the sycamore tree, 

Half the parish is there, and the dance is beginning. 
The sun has gone down, but the full harvest moon 

Shines sweetly und cool on the dew-whitened valley; 
While all the air rings with the soft, loving Hose 

Each little birds sings in the green-shaded valley !” 


With a blush and a smile, Kitty rose up the while, 

Her eyes in the glass, as she bound her hair, glancing; 
‘Tis hard to refuse when a young lover sues, 

So she couldn’t but choose to go off to the dancing. 
But now on the green the glad groups are seen, 

Each gay-hearted lid with the lass ef his choosing ; 
And Pat, without fail, leads out sweet Kitty Neil— 

Somehow, when he asked, she ne‘er thought of 

refusing. 

Now Felix Magee puts his pipes to his knee, 

And with flomish so free sets each couple in motion ; 
With a cheer and a bound the lads patter the ground, 

The maids move around just like swans on the ocean. 
Cheeks pi as the rose, feet light as the doe’, 

Now coyly retiring, now boldly advancing, 
Gearch the world all around, from the sky to the 


ground, 
No sh sight can be found as an Irish lass dancing! 
Bweet Kate! who could view your bright eyes of deep 
b 


‘ue, 
Beaming humidly through their dark lashes so mildly, 
Your fair-turned arm, — bosom, rounded form, 


Nor feel his heart warm and his pulses throb wildly ? 
Young Pat feels his heart, as he depart, 
Subdued by the smart of such painful yet sweet love; 


The sight leaves his eye, as he cries, with a sigh, 
“Dance light, fot my heart it lies uftder your feet, 
love!” 
et 


A LITTLE-KNOWN COMPANY. 


THE Merchant Venturers is a Bristol company which 
is comparatively little known to the world at large, 
although it is_a very old corporation, dating back to 
the reign of Edward VI., from whom its charter is 
derived. 

It played a remarkable part in the days immediately 
following its inauguration, and at the time of good 
Queen ss, when England really established her 
supremacy over the seas by the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada, it took the premier place in the seafaring life 
of the country. Indeed, this company was a pioneer in 
the development alike of the maritime trade and skill 
in navigation which have won our proud prestige for us 
in the world. 

It sent out the expedition under Sebastian Cabot, 
which develo the trade with the West Indies, and 
made Bristol so famous a port in the days before 
¢ Liverpool wrested the supremacy from her. Four of 
the men-of-war, indeed, which went out to battle with 
the Armada were sent by the Merchant Venturers. 

The history of the company in its later period 
demonstrates the fact to which attention has been 
drawn by the poet: That “many a rose is born to 
blush unseen and waste its sweetness on the desert 
air.” 


—— a 


THE millennium, as some people look forward to it, 
will consist in pressing a button and taking a rest. 


——»> f= ——_— 
Mars. Savess: “I don’t consider marriage a lottery. 


Do p> . 
We Gaver: “No. If a man draws a blank in a 
lottery he can tear it up and take another chance.” 


i 


Tam Forcs or Hasit.—On the da 
execution, the keeper informs the doom 
wishes to see him. 
“Do you know who he is?” aske the doomed man. 
“« 0. eo 
“Well, just ask him if he wants to collect a bill, and 
f he does, tell him to call to-morrow.” 


AD rights resorved.] 


before the 
man that a 


HER SMALL PART IN IT, 


“ How did this vase get broken, Mary ?” 

“It fell off the pedesbtal, ma’am.” 

“ How did you upset the pedestal ae 

“Oi niver touched it. The chair bumped into it, 
ma‘am.” 

“ And didn’t you push the chair?” 

“ Oi did not, ma’am. It was the table done that, All 
Oi did was to push the sofy up again’ the table, an’ 
goodness knows Oi can't see phot’s a-goin’ to happen 
that far off!” 


(NDIA AND A NEW FLOOD. 


InprA, like Europe, will probably be flooded with the 
a should the present condition of things continue. 
A large proportion of the people who are now going out 
make a point of taking aatiiiae with them, and the 
steamship companies will have to follow the example of 
the railways in providing special facilities for the 
accoinmodation of cycles on the voyage. 

The other day, for instance, the p. and O. boat which 
left for Bombay carried 1,400 passengers of all sorts. 
These were accompanied by no fewer than 900 
machines; in other. words, about sixty-four people out 
of every hundred of those on board were bicycle riders. 


. SS 
TOLD BY ONE OF THE REGULARS. 


Soxpiers belonging to line regiments are never tired 
of telling stories at the expense of the militia. Here is 
one: 

While a certain militia regiment was ‘encamped on & 
well known common, a woman with her children came 
out there for an outing. During the time she was 
pis. mg with the children, a militiaman, passing, stole a 

and ran off. The woman observing him, com- 
menced calling: 

“Stop thief!” 

The colonel was close at hand, and, hearing the cry, 
rode up, asking the reason. 

“That thief has stolen my loaf.” 

“Never mind,” said the colonel, giving her half-a- 
crown ; “this will get another for you. ut for good- 
ness’ sake don't call ‘Stop thief,’ or I shan’t have a man 
left in the regiment.” 
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A FEW STRAGGLING COPIES OF THE 


EXTRA CHRISTMAS NUMBER OF 


e e 


PEARSON’S WEEKLY ., 


May still be found lingering on the Bookstalls and at 
your Newsagent’s, but there is not one to be obtained 
For Love or Money 
at this office, nor, indeed, has there been since the day of 

publication. 

We want you to get one of these copies. It may mean 
you lose £50 if you fail to take this advice. This sum is 
offered to whoever solves a picture puzzle. 


There may be some who have thoughtlessly put off their 
purchase until the near approach of Christmas. Don’t you 
do it. It's foolish, really it is. 

BE SURE YOU ASK FOR THE © © e@ 
Extra Christmas Number of Pearson’s 
e Weekly. .§ « 


With Coloured Platec—Price Sixpence. 


VICTORIES IN TIME OF PEACE. 


Peace has its victories, as well as war. Greater than 
war, indeed, since they bring happiness instead of 
misery, joy instead of sorrow, laughter instead of tears. 
Even froma purelycommercial point of view, it isprobable 
that the pecuniary result of a small victory of peace 
may overtop a large indemnity which war may impose 
on the conquered. 

The reason of this is simplicity itself. A small amount 
of money, extended over a sufficiently long period of 
years, will amount to far more in the end than any sum 
which the victor would be likely to have been paid by 
the vanquished. 

France has popularly been supposed to be waiting, 
during the last twenty-five years, for the purposeof getting 
even with Germany for the defeat she suffered in the last 

t European war. Whether this is so or not, the 
act remains that she has turned her thoughts and 
energies in the direction of trade, strengthening her 
business position, developing her resources, so that she 
has paid the huge indemnity demanded by Germany 
almost without feeling it. 

The time has come for revenge—not revenge on the 
battlefield, but victory in the peaceful paths of manu- 
facture. This victory should go to the very hearts of 
the pride of the Fatherland, for it touches what it 
regards as one of its vhief national productions—beer. 

At the exhibition at Baden some beer named “La 
Lorraine,” and manufactured in the department of the 
Vosges, took a gold medal from the Léwenbrau of 
Munich, and the Pilsen Actichbrauerch beer. With 
another gold medal, culled after the other province which 
was ceded as a result of the war of 1871, for malted 
liquor, France might almost consider she had wiped out 
the stain of that disaster, and could afford not only to | 
shake hands Ne 3 her former enemy, butéo sit down at © 
a Kneipe, and bury the hatchet beneath a cask of the 
foaming, nut-brown beverage. 


PIPE COLOURING BY FAKISTS. 


EveEN in a pipe-colouring contest the inevitable fakist 
plays his part. Said a to nist to the writer: “ We 

ve a prize to a competitor whose pipe was most 
Feautifu ly tinted, but we discovered when too late that 
ita colour had been im artificially. What the 
exact stain was we could never determine, but it gave a 
natural hue to the bowl and had been used time and 
again at similar contests by the originator. 

“A prize of five guineas—offered by a pushing 
tobacconist—was very nearly awarded to a smoker 
whose pipe was of a lovely golden brown: 
investigation revealed the fact that its complexion was 
barely skin-deep, and a few minutes’ gentle rubbing 
reduced it to ita original state of whiteness. 

“To colour his pipe in a faultless state of uniformity, 
a winner of many prizes baked the bowl in a dish con- 
taining some as eee. This placed in an oven 
and ‘ cooked’ gently, fastened the colour. 

“ ot specimen of the fakist’s art would have 
carried the day, but its depth of colour—a brown-black 
of unusual richness—excited suspicion, and, put to the 
test, the pipe was discovered to be hand tinted. But for 
the ‘artist’s’’ ambition to attain something extraordinary 
in ba petice of colour he would undoubtedly have come 
up first.” 


; iS 
"THEre is always foom on top, especially for the 
largest apples in barrel. a 


io 


Mase: “ What an interesting talker Mr. Gusher is, 
He always holds one when he speaks.” 

Mrs. Gusher: “Does he? That accounts for the 
hair I found on his shoulder last night.” 


annem “mcemmememmemed 
He: “I wonder what the meaning of that picture is. 
The youth and the maid are in a tender attitude.” 
She: ‘Oh, don’t you see? He has just asked her to 
marry him, and she is him.” " 


He: “ Ah! how a 
She: “I don’t see it.” 
He: “ Why, that card at the bottom sags ‘Sold ’1” 


Have you read “An Eleetric Eye”? Everybody is talking aboat it. 
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£HE 


POLGARTH. 


By Haney E. Cuarmax. 


she co’ 


FRAGEDY OF JOAN 


4 


dual dropping on his part of the lover-like ways, 
coarse, manner of ing, mb at 
Be ae ans wus ucwn to be gos of the bent 


remonstrated with oaths and curses; finally, 
the sound of a blow, a half-stified scream from a woman, she had striven to keep her own temper and do 
oF ae de ekiyeicndis! baa 
passer-' ever forget i 
side, Sas sty. he Sal, sad Oe eee went | The flush on ber cheeks showed Baw deeply pat Se 
-om his way again. the little village street he met Bev had estruck—had struck not merely face, but 
an acquaiatance a ra 
bin ft apa” ho, ccs gurtfag his usad beskwesdsto| fell; bat ber aese of tho peeiion eho sicod in, as hi 
ia ” id, j i fell; but ber sense position s o, as his 
Sadlonhs te house be had lntely 


wife, cume to her aid, and she forgave and strove to 
fi 


e had made a clumsy attempt at an apology when 
he saw the mark of his blow, and she met him before he 
was half through it, and with loving, tender 
him think no more of the matter; it had been greatly 
her fau't, and they must forgive one another and try 
to.live better and happier lives. . 

She hoped after that he would be kinder; but alas! 
it was not to be, a few days later his temper mastered 
him, and he would have struck her a second time but 
for the opportune entry of a neighbour. : 

And now of late he grea worse, and to his other 

that of a drunkard; several times 


pard ted ieenk beet 


was 8a) 
was getting her hushand’s hand laid“on her 
88 ba passed by, and I anys it's a hard life 


Hard; do you callit? It’s my opinion that if there 
afte ai Poke ‘a, and he is the 


Pencoath, there wasn’t a girl for miles 


vices was adding 
looks.” 
at state, for he thought little of 
striking anyone then. 

The previous night he had come home worse than he 
had been. before; she had said nothing, had given him 

pper, and awaited his going to bed patiently, eo as 
tee oes oat passedthrough her aching head, fast 
ugh her ‘aa 
discolourin:; ame is heavy clenched fist had struck 
her—he killed her love, for which she hated him, and 
yet she was fast bound to him for ever. 

Angry becauee one of the neighbours had refused to 
drink with him, he had wreaked his vengeance on the 
poor girl he had sworn to love and to cherish, She had, 
with loving words, tried to evade his questions as to 
lary egies mgd ae reason that avoided geet 

t is ‘sense onour completely gone, cried ou 
as he struck her with almost all his force jast above her 
eyes, which he once had sworn were the most beautiful 
in the world. 


to be him she’d 
i ly one—a fine, 


: cia Ss Die pig poche prs 
; rough, and a 
ee eae id porciea., ug ; 


on account of his 


man if 
and breadth of shoulder ; -but far different 
aa ag erat org 


rm her way to a chair, from which she 
never sti the time he was there. ' 

He finished his meal, and, taking hie hat, strode from 
the house without a word, and she had continued to bit 
in just the same attitude until now. 

resently her head, paining eo acutely, forced her to 

t some water to bathe it with, after which she slowly 
feces to tidy up the room; but with never a variation 
lig hardness which seemed to have come over her 


t 
i 


it 
i 
u 
p 
a3 
iF 


it 


r 
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Thus an hour or more passed, and she never noticed a 
commotion that took place down in the village, but kept 
on, her mind racked with anguish on account of her 
unhappiness with the man to whom she was bound, and 
whom she loathed. 

Another hour and another, but her emotions 
grew deeper and stronger, until she felt that all she 
desired was to die—when she would be 


F 
E 
8 


ouly that 
preening 
What - had 


his usual cheery smile that he asked ission to enter, 
but with a hesitating voice and troubled mien. 

“Did r husband to the mine this morning, 
Mrs. PolgarthP” he asked as he entered the little 
sitting-room. A : 

“ Yes, sir, I think so,” she replied. ; 

“T ask he had not, for 
has come into our midst 
has been an accident in 


E 


Polgarth se ems to have had & startling surprise. 


only yours will be a pleasant one. 
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“ Leave me, sir, leave me,” she at: managed to 
. And the clergyman, thinking tears were 

ined by his presence, murmured a prayer that her 
affiiction might be lightened, and, with a pitying look, 


went gir, Hage 

A horrible desire to laugh now took possession of 
the solitary woman, so much a0 that she had to bite 
i lnghir. herself from giving way to peals 


her 
of wild: . The pain of her struggle was awf..l. 
m. heaved 
i 


} -_ 
seit Sie was free! It seemed too good to be 


Free! Free as the air! Yes, as the air she was 
choking for, and she staggered to the window and took 
in deep draughts of the sea-laden breeze that came up 
softly from over the distant cliffs and across the 


ws. 

Then came & revulsion. 

Poor fellow! To die like that, to be buried alive! 
Horrible! and she shuddered as she fancied the awful 
struggle that perhaps took place kefore the strong man 
are the pity, there her heax 

ut, above ity, up in her 't the 
feeling that death fad el ker Docs her bondage. 
He would never again grumble at her, or curse and 
swear and strike her. 

Ah! those blows; they had left their mark more 
deeply than the striker ever dreamed of, and the puin 
of them now on her heart outweighed all regret for 
him, and bade her rather be thankful she was released 
from him. 

As the day wore on, sympathetic neighbours caine in 
and condoled with her, and throngh ‘hem she learned 
what there was to know—a sudden fall of earth from 
the roof of the mine, stopping up all communications 
with those working on the far side of it. 

As no sound conid be heard from them, it was 
assumed they had either been crushed or suffocated, but 
relays of men were endeavouring to dig a way through ; 
though it was looked u by everyone who had any 
practical experience of such matters that the labour 
could not result in the saving of any lives. 

Presently, however, a ramour came that a faint knock- 
ing had been heard proceeding from the other side of 
the fall; to the relatives of other imprisoned men 
the news gave hope to each one that “her” man would 
be ht forth alive. To Joan Polgarth it brought 
her husband was dead, and 
told her so, and she remained 


convulsively as she fouglit 


neither fear-nor rejoicing ; 
that was enough, her heart 
tranquil. 
The nopes thus raised were dashed down the next day 
when no further knocki were heard, and the dead 
body of one man, crus almost d recognition, 
was discovered in the midst of the earth. 
During the pares more bodies were found, and no 
i the men behind the earth would Le 


Joan Polgarth sat in her house that evening; her 
mind was qui¢ter now, and she was thinking that she 
would stay in the village no longer than she could help ; 
she would go to her brother, a farmer near Bideford, and 
rest before doing anything else. 
The next day came, and with it a letter, in a hand 
totally unknown to her. 

She opened it, and turned to the signature first. 
A cry of sagied astonishment and pleasure broke 
from yey and a flush mantled her cheeks and her eyes 


The name signed at the end was “ Ralph Leigh,” and 
the writer said he had heard of her loss, and hastened 
to express his sympathy with her. As her cousin, he 
hoped if there were anything he could do then or lat-r, 
she would not hesitate to apply to him. 

Al er, it was such a letter as a man loving a 
woman with all his heart, yet not daring openly to tell 
her so whilst she was yet in the mi er bereave- 
ment, might write; and Joan Polgarth, with quick 
feminine intuition, knew what he meant, and kissed the 


letter a hundred times. 
All bp daw 3 she thought of it; and if her conscience 
ricked her at any time for eo thinking, when as yet ber 


usband's body lay crushed in the mine, she told herself, 
and felt in her heart she spoke truly, that no love had 
i between her and the dead man. He had killed 


existed 

it all uy Bs coarseness and brutality, and she could not 

up by the 
earth had 


A feverish anxiety now took ee eee 
col settle to 


hear tender and speech; her eyes, instead of look- 
ing one len, en sot, would feast upon a.cheer- 
, honourable man ; blows would give to worship, 
and ber past would die away like t+ before the rays 
of the sun of s true lover’s care, en ee 
Bho would write him at ‘once, th him for his 
kindly letter, and accepting his advice and 


‘Bat it le-wething to what-you'l ‘feel wheit you see next week's P.W., 
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The reply was begun, considered with loving hesitatiqa, 
revised, od at length finished. ‘ 

She held it in her hand, and was crossing the room 
_— i caught sight of herself in the glass, and 
8 

Was that, indeed, Joan Polgarth? That happy 
bright-eyed woman who seemed to have grown youn 
again as she stood with a flood of golden sunlight falling 
upon her. She saw her beauty returning, and, with a 
woman’s thankfulness, she rejoiced. 

“ You're a nice widow, u-looking at yourself that way,” 
said a well-known voice behind her. 

With a scream of agony, fear, and sorrow, she turned 
and saw her husband. 

“Thought I was dead, eh? And had an eye on 
number two. Well, others thought so too, but the 
doctor brought me round, the only one he could, and 
here I am again, a bit shaky, but mighty hungry. Get 
me something to eat, and don’t stand staring there like 
a stuck pig.” 

Pale, haggard, and with the old pain gnawing at her 
heart with ten-fold more power, she crushed her letter 
to Ralph Leigh up in her pocket. The sunlight died 
away behind a thick, murky cloud that had suddenly 
come before it, and she turned away to do his bidding. 


—— ee foe 
A DOG WEDDING IN PARIS. 


THE LaTEsT ToMFOOLERY. 

To all the extremes to which the regard for dogs 
has been carried by women, none has exceeded that 
highest absurdity which was recently perpetrated in 
Paris by a member of one of the richest families in 
Europe. 

Instead of leaving the mariage of her pets to 
be arranged by themselves in the orthodox fashion 
observed in dog-land, she decided on the making of a 
match between two of her protég‘s, and then invited 
the dogs of her friends to the wed ing. . 

They arrived, accompanied by their owners—or 

haps one should say parents—who were dressed, as 
Pofiteed the occasion, in the fullest evening-dress. 
Presently, the door at the farther end of the apartment 
opened, and the bridal procession entered. The bride 
was a poodle, so was her groom. 

The former was attired in a white satin dress 
trimmed with costly lace, over which fell a 


veil surmounted by a wreath of orthodox orange 
blossoms. 
The brid m was attired in full evening-dress with 


a high stand-up collar, an immaculate shirt front, and 
a huge rose in his buttonhole. In accordance with the 
present mode in Paris, he discarded the use of a watch- 
chain, and wore a fob with a seal attached to it, a 
fashion which prevailed in London some years 


ago. 

eT he only articles of human attire which these animals 
did not wear were, seemingly, gloves and shoes and 
stockings. 

The mayor who, in accordance with the French rites, 
must perform the civil part of the marriage service, was 
represented by a bull-dog of hideous aspect, who over 
his evening-dress coat wore a tri-coloured sash, the 
emblem of the office of the civic dignitary he re- 

resented. : 

By dint of persuasion he was made to give a certain 
number of barks which were taken to be the words of 
the marriage ceremony as prescribed by the law of 
France, for it need hardly be said that no fun was made 
at the expense of the religious ceremony. 

The performance over, the petting rocession was 
re-formed, the four-footed guests, in all their bravery of 
frills and furbelows following in the wake of the bride 
and bridegroom, who were made to walk on their bind- 
legs by the kindly and effective support of two of the 
human guests. In this order they repaired to the 
adjoining room where the register twas signed, the 
signature of the contracting parties and the witnesses 
being affixed for them by their owners. A repast 
befitting this unique ceremony was served off the 
daintiest china and even silver. 

It is by no means uncommon, indeed, for the pet dogs 
of the ladies of the high aristocracy of the Continent to 
eat their meals off oon lates while they are waited on 
by servants in livery. eso “ pampered menials,” when 

y take their walks abroad, are clothed, not in woollen 
materials as are those which go for their constitutional in 
London on acold day. This is readily understood, for the 
rigours of our climate are very trying to the naturally 
delicate constitution of highly bred and delicate 
animals. ‘ 

The Continental dogs, however, are clothed-in the 
costliest silk and satin, and even furs, while little bed- 
ateads, elaborately appointed, with sheets of fine linen 
and quilts of the Bel eider-down incased in satin, 
serve to cover them and keep them warm. 

- 'Phose who are curious enough to desire to see 
evidence of the lavishness sometimes bestowed on these 
pots etter thay are dead, and to read the records of their 

ves and some curious epitaphs, should take the first 
opportunity when they are in the neighbourhood, of 
tarning into Hyde Park, where, fifty yards beyond the 
Marble Arch, they will certainly be brought to an under- 
Pio of a phase of human emotion which everybody 
does appreciate. 
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HOW A ST. KILDAN GIRL TESTS 
HER YOUNG MAN. 


THE accompanying illustration portrays one of the 
most peculiar customs in the world. It is known as the 
“Marriage Test,” and is 
practised in the is'and of 
St. Kilda, one of the 
smallest of the Hebrides. 

This little place boasts 
a population which barel 
exceeds a homaned, 
Apparently there is no 
desire to increase this 
number, since every F 
must go through the most ¢& 
alarming evolutions before 
he is deemed suitable as a 
husband. 

Should he decline the 
test of balancing himself ; 
on one leg on a narrow 
ledge, overlooking a deep precipice, he is found to be 
lacking in courage, and the girl will withdraw from her 
betrothal. 

Should the man fall over the ledge it is presumed that 
in that case he will also be disqualified. 


ee 
-NUNS AS BLACKSMITHS. 


THe New Woman has come to light in a strikingly 
unfamiliar garb and in an unexpected quarter. There 
is a newly established settlement of the Sisters of 
St. Dominic, near King William's Town, Cape Colony, 
where the good nuns of that powerful order quietly 
prove their equality with man. 

It would seem that a convent would have been the 
last place for the New Woman spirit to invade, but it 

; appear to have entered even 
there. The “New Nun” is a 
thoroughly interesting innova- 
tion. hen the Sisters of St. 
Dominic went out to South 
Africa, in order to find fresh 
}) fields of labour, they purchased 
, a very lenge farm near King 

William's Town. Then they 
were confronted with a serious 
difficulty. Farm labourers are 
in Cape Colony, and 

} none could be found to work 
/ the broad acres. 

* Nothing daunted, the sisters 
2 set to work, doing all the work 

, on the place themselves, and 
they have kept on, doing all of it ever since. Day 
after day, week after week, and month after month, 
they laboured in the shops and fields, and exposure to 
thé sun has gradually changed them from pale-faced, 
delicate-handed convent women, to brawny, horny- 
handed daughters of toil. 

The most picturesque place on the farm is the black- 
smith's shop. A number of sisters have become excel- 
lent blacksmiths. Dressed in the Dominican garb, they 
work at the forge every day, making the bellows blow 
and the sparks fly as deftly as their brothers elsewhere. 
Shoeing the farm horses is one of the chief duties of 
these women blacksmiths, but they also repair all of the 
farm machinery, and supply all of the ironwork needed 
in the settlement. 


ee 


Her Deanest Enemy.—‘ Am I to conclude, then 
that all is over between us?” he asked. 

“ Well,” she said. looking down at the aL hear she 
was tapping with her little foot, “you might try that 
pay girl, and if you find that she wants you, come 
back. 
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LAST DAY IS COMING 


Which will mark the close of the £100 
e Coupon Prize for the year 1896. « 


THE LAST COUPON WILL APPEAR IN ‘‘P.w” AND “'S.8.” DATED 
DECEMBER 26th. 


HOSE readers who have been wise enough to steadily 
collect coupons from Pearson’s Weekly and Short 
Storles throughout the past twelve months must 

now paate these into a book or on slips of paper, writing in 
large figures on either the outside of the book or the front 
slip of paper the exact number of coupons collected. 
heets together, and mame ead 
sioen ar ee ae cease be clearly San oa each. 
Envelo, contai the attempts should be marked 
** £100 pon’ and should reach this office mot later 
than first post on Monday, January 4th, 1897. 
To the person whose number of coupons is largest we will 
sondachequefor .--'-: ~- . as 


a raat 
ONE HUNDRED POUNDS. 
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THE LADY OF THE WHITE HOUSE. 

THE wife of the President of the United States is 
known throughout the breadth and length of the 
country over which her husband rules as the “ Lady of 
the White House.” For four years she is, to all intents 
and purposes, the queen consort, and she fills as large « 
place in the eyes of the Republic as does the wife of any 
ruling monarch in any other part of the world. Her 
influence is unequalled, and the opportunity which the 
position offers her to increase or diminish her husband's 
pope is probably unique. 

r. Cleveland, for instance, is commonly believed to 
have achieved the overwhelming popularity with which 
he was universally regarded, by reason of the affability 
and beauty of his wife, angmented lateron by the advent 
of his two daughters. So powerful are these juvenile 
considerations that at the last election, when the candi- 
dates were Mr. Harrison ond Mr. Cleveland, it was 
stated that the real point at issue was not the election 
of one of these gentlemen but the election of “ Baby 
Ruth” or “ Baby McKee,” the former Mr. Cleveland’s 
daughter and the latter Mr. Harrison's grandson. 

Children will le the one feature of home-life lackin 
when Mrs. McKinley begins her rule in the Presidentia 
mansion in March, owever much this fact may 
mitigate for the moment against the popularity of the 
new President of the United States and his wife at the 
outset, Mrs. McKinley is sure of thes mpathy of the 

ple because of her condition. She ts almost an 
invilid and has been in delicate health for a good many 
years. She will therefore be unable to take any active 
part in entertaining or be a prominent figure in any of 
the state functions necessitating standing about or 
togne of any character. 

hile she has naturally had to live for many years in 
Ohio—for her husband's official residence as Governor of 
the State is at Canton—she will be by no means a 
stranger to Washington society, for when Mr. McKinley 
was a member of Congress—and ho was for somethin 
like twelve or fourteen years—his wife was always with 
him, although even at that time her influence was more 
felt than seen, for she was by no means a conspicuous 
member of society, being even then in poor health. 

The result of this life of invalidism has been to soften 
in a great measure the stern asperity of ‘one side of her 
husband's character, and has been an enormous 
advantage to her own individual mental advancement. 
She has devoted a t deal of time to the study of 
languages, and is said to be a ge linguist, a fact 
which will aid her considerably in her intercourse 
with the ambassadors of foreign ‘countries who all have 
their official residence in Washington. 

Perhaps this knowledge of hers will not be as much 
called into requisition as it might have been two or three 
years ago, for those foreign ministers who went to 
America as bachelors have nearly one and all succumbed 
to the charms of the native women and have taken 
American wives unto themselves. They are, therefore, 
in all probability quite conversant by now with the 
intricacies of the American language which, in spite of o 
populas belief to the contrary, is by no means the same 
as English 


Mrs. McKinley is said to be the hope of the advanced 
women of America. Whether, pinning their faith to her 
intellectuality as an evidence of her being in the new 
movement, they will be disappointed, is a question which 
time must answer. If these advocates for a greater 
license and a newer morality expect the Lady of the 
White House to champion their creeds they will pro- 
bably be mistaken. 

Mrs. McKinley is a firm believer in the influence of 
home life, and she is bound up in her husband, sympa- 
thising with him in his trials, enco: ing him in his 
efforts and making his welfare her first thought. 

It should be added that Mrs. McKinley's tastes are 
all simple, and she is by no means inclined to display. 
If there.is one direction, however, in which there will 
any extra’ ce in the White House, it will probably 
be in the direction of flowers. Mrs. McKinley, like 
so many invalids, is exceedingly fond of blossoms of all 
sorta, and her friends say that she has a sentimental 
affection for flowers, which is rarely exhibited even by 
women who are supposed to be most passionately fond 
of them. Her favourite flowers are roses, lilies, and 
violets, and it is not a little curious that the colours of 
these blossoms—red, white, and blue—should be those 
of which the American flag, like our own, is composed. 

When Mrs.. McKinley was Jiving in Washington, 
before she went to Canton—the Canton in Ohio, remem- 
ber, not that m China—her rooms were always full of 
flowers, winter and summer. While her friends were 
always sending her such tokens of their rd and 
sympathy, her husband was by no means behindhand 
in this evidence of regard for the desires of his wife, 
and every day large bunches of beautiful flowers were 
sent, at his personal selection, to Mrs. McKinley's 
a nta in the Ebbitt House, the hotel then largely 
affected by politicians in Washington. 


Physi , Mrs. McKinley is a bright-eyed woman 
whee bait ts with as , but oh = 


does not look as old as she is. In the honours of the 
White House she will probably be assisted by her step. 
President cect, Mrs, Hobart will, no’ doubt, tale woot 
Presi re. ill, no e some 
of the onus of en off her shoulders as soon as 
she herself is out of for her daughter, whom 
she lost about ayearago. | 


Ret 
When this Coupon Competition finishes we shall start another, In which £400 will be offered as prizes. 
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QUESTIONS 
mn 


superior to their white contemporaries. In the far past 
i and Japanese, and the 


ving | than fifty times taken,’ 


° tyre, but are inflated by 


3808. Is it Probable that Sea-sickness was Known to the 
Ancients? 
Ressicknes is not ncompant pele to ee 


conditions living. wages suffer from and 
animals; and even sea-gulls and similar birds, if kept | woollen 


on the deck of a rolling vessel, soon become sick from 
the motion. So that we might safely conclude that the 


ancients suffered from sea-sickness, even without any 


direct evidence of the fact. But our English word 
“nausea” is a direct proof that the ancients had 
the ge in question. It is. derived from 


. Moreover there are many passages 
in the wri the ancients which — hie ad of 
sea-sickness. Thus Feeney who died i fourth 
century before the Christian era, speake of the sickness 
“ caused by the movements of ships” (Aphorisms XTV., 
4. Plutarch attributes pics alll to fear of the 
waves. Many other writers might be quoted who speak 
of the same subject—e.g., Cicero, Horace, Juvenal, and 
Suetonias. The last-named tells us of a Roman who 

used, merely through dread of sea-sickness, to acoom- 
pany his relative, the Emperor, on a stormy vo . He 
was immediately suspected of staying behind to hatch 
treasons, and consequently lost his life. 


8803. Which City has Most eften been Razed to the 
Ground and Re-built ? 

This would appear to be Herat, in Afghanistan, which 
has certainly been razed and re-built eight times, and, 
according to an old Persian historian, has been no less 

fifty times destroyed, and fifty 
times triumphantly re-built. Its poeition and import- 
ance as the key to India account for the repeated 
struggles to secure it. Constantinople has suffered 
twenty-six sieges, in eight of which it surrendered. 
Jerusalem han bene and re-built seven times. 
It has suffered thirteen sieges, while Rome has endured 
fifteen and Paris eleven. 


3205. Has the English Throne ever been Occupied by a 
Sovereign of Iilegitimate Birth ? 
This has happen 


admitting the fact, though poss! under strong 
totumscee Certainly both wece ond ve in the suc- 
cession on this account. ly, there must alwa: 
rest the gravest doubte on the legitimacy of James the 
Firet. Rizsio was not his father, it was just as 
unlikely that Darnley was; and this was distinctly 
Darnley’s own opinion. 
8806. Is the Pneumatic Wheel Altogether an Exception'to 
the Rule that “There is Nothing New under the 
Sun”? 

The Dunlop and other similar kinds of tyre for 
bicycle and carriage wheels are not a recent invention. 
Nearly fifty years ago two pars of carriage wheels, 
fitted with inflated indiarubber tyres, were made b: 
Messrs. May and Jacobe, carriage builders, of Guildf 
Surrey, and were attached to a carriage for the Duke 
of Northumberland, a nobleman who has a seat near the 
above named town. These wheels were so used for some 
time, and afterwards taken off the carriage, and came 
into the possession of the carriage builders once more. 
They‘are much wider than a modern Dunlop carriage 

a similar opening. The 
wheels were publicly exhibited about four years ago at 
an agricultural show at Guildford, and were described 
and commented upon by the president, the son of the 
maker, at an annual meeting of the Coachmaker's 
Society, within the past year. The writer has seen the 
wheels, and can vouch for the truth of the circumstances 
mentioned. 
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93905. Which is the Most Impertant Industry that has 
been Destroyed by a Single Law? 


England. This was an ingenio’ 
the Irish woollen ind al 
made in the interests of 


Reece Thus debarred from all markets is Ireland, 
is industry languished and died. 


8307. Which Trade or Profession does the Law Scem to 
Favour Most? 

Undoubtedly that of the law. In the first place, it is 
the only trade or ession in which it ie lawful fora 
man to take payment for a given piece of work and then 
pass it on to another of admittedly inferior ability. 
Again, legal fees which are fixed by law, such as those 
for conveyance, are absurdly out of proportion to the 
work done. In other calli these would be fixed 
by circumstances of which competition would be the 
most tive. Then, os was stated in a recent 
reply, it is quite hopeless for the litigant to expect 
justice or even courtesy unless he fees a lawyer, in 
spite of his cpnstitutional right to plead his own cause. 
Finally, it is well known that the laws are kept in their 
present chaotic condition by the legal trade union 
influence in Parliament, for the reason thut simplicity 
would mean loss of employment to the, profession. In 
the way of legitimate and reasonable protection the law 
favours, and rightly favours, the profession of medicine 
most, but this means frotection to the public as well as 
to the doctors. 


8808. Which is the Most Peculiar Petition ever Presented 
to Parliament ? 


One that was laid on the table of the House by Mr. 
8. Crawford, M.P., on the fourth of March, 1844. It 
was signed by 2,752 inhabitants of Rochdale. It preyed, 
not only that criminals condemned to death should be 
executed in chineliyeres, but that the last ty of the 
law should be enforced by slexgyimen of Charch of 
England. The basis of this amazing proposition was 
the idea that, as the death- Aad shedding of 
blood is, according to the Bible, a Divine institation, the 
enforcement of it shonld not be left to hirelings (who in 
those days certainly did not it out with “due 
acbeiahy Seal Gece cand — intrasted aoe 
who wo 80 wi roper solemnity in a at 

‘made solemn by the 3 


once sanctified, and everlasting 

presence of death. 

3310. Which is the Best Historical Example of “One Fool 
Making Many”? 


The best instance of this occurred during the reign of 
the Emperor Nero, in yer 65. A Carthaginian 
named ius Bassus had a vision of a cave on his 
land which contained a vast maga of gold. Without 

iction by the light 


to Nero. He informed him that he had discovered on 
his land a vast quantity of gold in solid bars, concealed 
there as he conject y Dido. Nero at once 
sent out a fleet of triremes to find the money. They 
were manned with epocially swift crews in order to 
age . At Rome er : 

of, an orators p me es of 
congratulation to Nero. “Tne E so 

the treasure that he gave ee quantities of it 
beforehand. In expectation of 


in order to provide gardens for himself. The 
Senate, buoyed up by profuse promiees, plunged into 
equal dissipations. Needless to eay, the treasure 
was never found, ese ff a large body of soldiers and 
the whole population of the neigh ood uprooted all 
the land in the vicinity. The Saeppnaied dreamer is 
said to have committed suicide, and Nero concealed his 
chagrin beneath new dissipations. ; 


=. 
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QUESTIONS. 


$331. Which is the most excusable example of personal 

ee in literature P 
the course of history show that oligarchies 
are inherently longer lived than democracies ? 

3333. Is t any example in history of a nal 
affliction changing the fashion of several tes F - 
ape How can it be decided whether or not seeds are 

ive 

3335. Which is the most salient point of difference 
—— clothing of the ancient world and the 
modern 
sat Whish ia'the mont absurd error made by a great 


TO TRUSTEES AND INVESTORS. 


THE PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST OF MONEY LENT ON 
MORTGAGES can be absolutely secured by the payment 
of a smal] annual premium to the Ocean Acciéeat & 
Guarantee Corporation, Ltd., of London, whoare prepared 
to issue policies to the Investor securing his money 
and interest. 

WO OWE SHOULD LEND MONEY ON 
MORTGAGE WITHOUT SUCK INSURANCE 
The paid-up Capital of the Corporation, foundod in 1871, 


were foreign mercenaries last need by the | is £100,000, and its Invested Funds exceed a Quarter of a 


; Englich Government ? 


paps which nation was truth-telling first 
3339 Which ley lan oak he greatest extent of 
Ns ich coun the 
hundred 


ba ox during the last P 
Baar Ie there anything in pa des which travels on 
Ww 


Million. 
Write for Prospectus to— 
RICHARD J. PAULL, 
— General Manager and 
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“Why have I not yet bought MELODY for December?” This is a “Question Worth Answering.” 
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SOMETIMES IT HAPPENS SO. 


How did she know his heart was hers P 
He spoke no word 

Of love to her: how did she know 

That when she passed, or touched hin—so— 
His pulse was stirred ? 

How did she read his secret thoughta, 
And never err? 

How did she know her glances thrilled 

His soul? That all his heart was filled 
With love for her ? 


How did she know their life would be 
One grand, sweet song ? 

To tell the truth, she didn’t know 

These things. She thought that they were so, 
But she was wrong. 


a be 
TRACING HEART BEATS. 


Ons of the most intricate and wonderful instruments 
ueed in the acience of medicine is what is called the 
sphygmograph. 

As everyone knows, when you call in a doctor the 
first thing he does is to feel your pulse. Before he can 
sehaaigte he must know exactly what your heart is 

joing, and the action of the heart manifests itself 
through the beating of the pulse. A strong heart pro- 
duces a strong, firm wave, or swell in the pulse, and vice- 
verea, 

What the sphygmograph does is to truce clearly on a 
sheet of paper, by means of a very fine point, in irregular, 
up-and-down, zig-zag strokes, every one of these waves, 
so that the doctor can huve a chart, marking the various 
beatings of hia patient's heart. 

The instrument is attached to the wrist by means of 
a broad silk band (not unlike the band used by persons 
with weak wrists), and fastened to the band is a small 
button, which presses on the pulse artery. 


WHAT THE QUEEN IS WORTH, 


Queen Victoria's PRIVATE Fortune. 


Consipsrine that Her Majesty bas already twenty- 
six great geandchildren, it may be easily imagined 
that she finds, as people say, plenty to do with her 
money ; and, indeed, had it not be: that she is herself 
@ very gene eg Ng —— and ale fee ae 
possesses gift of wi oosing her ial 
advisers, she could not have 7 eran’ the fortune 
with which she is widely and justly credited. 

Again, most posaessors of immense wealth are rarely 
called upon to part with any substantial portion of their 
property during their lifetime. But Queen Victoria has 
already provided many of her deecendants with marri 

ions, and on more than one occasion she has paid 
not only her children’s, but various of her Royal 
relations’ debts. Many a man of business might learn 
something to hie advantage, could he have the privilege 
of a chat with Her Majesty, for she possesses thnt 
rare combination, caution joined to a considerable spirit 
of enterprise ; and with a 2 plone which many of her 
subjects might emulate, she always prefers an invest- 
ment of “home-made” manufacture. Indeed, that 
pan of her fortune which is not invested in Great 
ritain has Leen placed in cclonial securities, though 
she was, by-the-way, one of the first believers in the 
Suez Canal. 

Queen Victoria has a thoroughly old-fashioned love 
of “ real preety Very few people know tbat early 
in their married life Her Majesty and the Prince Consort 
laid out their first savings in that district of London 
kmown as South and West Kensington, and on land 
which at the time of their purchase was worth about a 
thousandth part of what it is now. 

Of course, people will say that there is a t deal of 
luck in all ga — and also that Ar ueen ie ina 

ition to hear many “good things;” but in 
Fra water of her Kensington iresteoenta Eier Majesty 
can only hare been guided by shrewd sense and, perhaps, 
a certain centimental affection for that al of London 
where she had herself spent much of her happy and 
peaceful youth. 

As is well known, several of the Queen's residences 
are her own private property, notably Osborne and 
Balmoral, though it is nese that she has settled her 
chief Scotch estate to go with tbe Crown—in other 
words, to a'ways belong to the reigning sovereign. This 
has probably been done in order to secure the per- 
manent prosperity of her beloved Dee.side, where many 
industries have sprung up which, but for the more or 
less constant presence of Royalty would soon die a 

The Queen's income bas been estimated to roughly 
a & thousand pounds a day. Not only has she the 
260,000 granted out of the Civil List for her Privy 
Parse, but the revenues of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
which have always averaged £70,000 a year. As to 
Her Majesty's savings no one can exactly tell to what 
7 amount, excepting perhaps her solicitor, the able 
an ial Mr. Arnold White, who possesses Her 

‘a complete confidence, and who is cognisant 
wot of her affairs, but also those of her family, for 


Have you read about the “Electric. 
been the talk of the whole scientifie worl 
a full descriptive an 


he has for many years drawn up e 


ment made in the Royal family. Even at a very 
moderate —— Queen Victoria must have saved 
during the last sixty years something like ten million 
pounds; not so very much after all when we consider 
the fortunes of many American millionaires, who 
make their fortunes, it should be remembered, in the 
course of a very few years. 

As to the Gusen't gifts to her family, they have 
undoubtedly amounted to an enormous sum, for when 
the occasion arises she can behave with exceptional 
kindness and generosity. On each of her younger 
daughters she settled privately a portion of £100,000, 
and in the case of Princess Alice this gift was followed 
smany others, for the Princo and Princess Louis of 
Hesse had to practice the greatest economy, a fact not 
In any way concealed in the interesting volume of Royal 
letters published some years ago. 

Mauy of the Queen's grandchildren are entirely 
unprovided for, and will have to rely on the savings of 
their grandmother and parents. This is specially true 
of Princess Henry of Buttenhberg’s two sons aud 
daughter, of the Duke of Connaught's children, and also 
those of Princess Christian, though iu the latter case it 
is probable they will ultimately inherit a larye fortune 
from one of the Prince’s German relations. Some 
fifteen years ago Her Majesty sett!ed £100,000 on her 
four Hessian grund-daughters, but as two of them, the 
po Grand Duchess Serge and the Empress of 

tussia, may truly be said to have become, by marriage, 
rich “ beyond the dreams of avarice,” the sum has now 
been divided between Princess Henry of Prussia and 
Princess Louis of Battenberg, to both of whom it will 
iy Han a very comfortable nest-egz. 

Her Majesty's financial ability is shown in many 
small ways, and is, of course, especially noticeable in the 
management of her large estates. it is a significant 
fact that she is one of the few British landowners who 
muke every inch of their land pay, and even in the case 
of the Royal residences, home farms, and so on, they are 
now in a far better condition then ever before, and that 
this is co is entirely owing to the Queen's foresight and 
energy. No onc will ever be able to accuse her of 
having neglected the interests of her successors. 

Some people will ask: “ Bat how can the Queen 
manage to make her land pay?” The answer is 
simple. By economy and judicious management, 
rather than by following any agricultural fad. Thus, 
she has always bestirred herself actively in the manage- 
ment of her Scotch woods and forests, which now 
actually bring in a considerable revenue from her 
northern estates. Forestry has always been a specially 
German science, and the late Prince Consort was 
exceedingly fond of planting trecs. Indeed, his 
operations in this direction were considered rather 
foolish by the Queen's Highland tenantry. But now 
the wisdom of his action is clearly scen, for Her Bien 
has many thousand of acres thickly oovered wi 
splendid specimens of the Norwegian pine, the Scotch 
fir, and the larch. 

One more word should be said with reference to the 
sources of the great fortune accumulated by Victoria, 
Queen and Euspress, namely, that notwithstanding the 
fuct that she has had unique opportunities of obtaining 
early information of every move iu the political game, 
she has never dabbled in Stock Exchange speculation, 
and does not conceal her sincere horror of this form of 
gambling. : 


Or all the methods for capital punishment the 
guillotine still takes the head. 


Ped Dene 


you believe that children inherit the suppressed 
inclinations of their nta?” 

“T'm sure of it. You ought to sce my baby pull my 
wife’s mother's nose!” 

—_——s ie 

“ Ma,” said a little boy, “ Johnnie Bubbles has got a 
new cap. Can I have one ?” 

“No, my child,” replied the mother. 

“Well, I don't care,” said Willie, “I'll go and tear 
the lining outer his and call it square.” 


ory Do 


‘‘ Are you there ?’’ 


‘*Ves; who are 
youP” .-. « 


‘Brown. = = «= 


5 “Thought I’d just ring yore 
P to say that Pearson's Doub 
Number will be out next Satur- 
day, and there is going to bea 
complete 30,000 word story, and 
the first instalment of ‘An 
American Emperor,’ by 

Louis —you know; that 
chap who wrote ‘The Final War'—and the rest of the 
number will be crammed with Stories and Articles and 
Rhymes and Prize Competitions and things of that sort, and 
I hope you are keeping well this cold weather and that Mrs. 
J. is quite fit. Good-bye—don't forget about ‘P. W.’— 
good-bye.” 


t settle. |: 


" If not, you are very much behind the times. 
Pas the ped of the Double Christmas Number of PEARSON’S MAGAZINE, in which 
d illustrated account of this extraordinary discovery appears. 
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THERE IS NO MIKADO. 


Mr. W. S. GILBERT was no doubt primarily respon- 
sible for the belief which is everywhere om that 
ie Hmpere of Japan is always called Mikado by 

is le. 

Aek hin men out of ten what is the official title of the 
Ruler of the Islands of the chrysanthemum and they 
will probably think raped are being made fun of. 

Assure them that the question is asked in all sober 
seriousness, and they will give that of the title of Mr. 
Gilbert's imperial opera. 

For all this, the nine men out of ten would be wrong. 
His Mujesty is known as “ Tenno Hei-Ka,” which means 
“His Imperial Majesty.” Thus the people of Japan 
address their Sovereign exactly as do the subjects of 
the imperious Kaiser. 

Mikado used at one time to be the title, for it is the 
oldest form of address in use. It has, however, fallen 
into abeyance for several generations. 


eet 9 
A BIT OF DIPLOMACY. 


“Yes,” said Mrs. Gimp, as the door closed behind the 
new maid, “she’s the most reliable girl I ever engaged. 
Of course, she isn’t a beaut ig 

“Well, I don’t know about that,” interrupted Mr. 
Gimp, with some suddenness. “It depends a good deal 
upon what you consider heauty. The girl has a lovely 
eye, hasn’t she, Briggs?” 

“A fine eye,” said Briggs. 

“And a Yenutifully rounded arm. Did you notice 
her ann, Briggs?” 

“It was a nice arm,” said Briggs. 

At this moment Mrs. Gimp arose suddenly and left 


the apartment. 
“Teay,” said Brigga, “ what in thunder——” 
“ Listen !” said Mr. Gimp. 


The sound of voices in altercation came from the 
direction of the kitchen. 

“Mrs. Gimp is discharging the new girl,” said Mr. 
Gimp, with u smile of satisfaction. 


A BANK CLERK’S WORKING DAY. 


By a Country CONTRIBUTOR. 


THERE is a general idea in the public mind that the 
average bank clerk does but very little work, and the 
announcement on the windows or plate of a provincial 
bank, * Hours 10 to 3” or “10 to 1,” is often taken 
literally. . 

Personally, I have to do with agency work—that is, a 
daily or weekly attendance at some place for a few 
hours, the work then being brought back to the parent 
branch and put through the books there. 

My working day starte at half-past eight in the 
morning, and finishes about six. 

My destination is a colliery district. The general 
idea of banking here is very quaint. For example, if 
there are ten alventa waiting, they would not think of 
entering the office more thar one at a time, not caring 
to see what business transactions each may have 

The institution to which I belong used to issue 
receipts for deposit money, but latterly has introduced 
the simpler system of pass-books. 

It wus a moat trying time to the customers of the 
branch, numbering 1,500, into the changed style. 

One day a rather well- man came in, and made 
inquiries about the opening of a current account. Hav- 
ing received the necessary information, he intimated 
that he would open one. . 

My spirits rose. I immediately obtained what was 
requisite, such as cheque-book, credit-slip-book, pass- 
book, as well as obtaining the customer's signature for 
future reference. Judge, therefore, my astonishment 
when, on making out his slip, he put down ten shillings 
at his first credit. Needless to say, the account was 
politely refused. 

Our cashier starts about nine, and he is hard at it 
most days until the door closes at three. Then he strikes 
a balance, which, if he is successful, terminates his day; 
but, alas! how often is the cash short, and then it means 
ten or eleven o'clock at night. 

The ledger clerk, also, has avery busytime. Starting 
at nine, he is kept at it until about five or six. 

he corresponding, bill, and pass-book clerks have as 
much as they can tackle from nine to five, and on 
specially busy days, such as Mondays and Saturdays 
(market days), it is six or seven ere they leave; in fact, 
some of them cannot begin work in earnest until the 
door is closed. 

But, of course, the hardest worked individual pene er 
the manager) is the junior, who is at the beck an call 
of everyone. 

He atarta at 8.30 in the morning, and is kept at it all 
day. He is at the beginning and the ending of a bank 


working day. 

"All this for £30 a year! And in some banks the first 
three months for nothing! He thinks himeelf very 
lucky if he gets off at half-past six or seven; most days 
Se He Peres the endo roféssion is looked 

a, profession 
nar crag eager er gp A semble dome gtr ge 
service, is a deal of about it, and oft- 
times a shop assistant is far more independent—gets 
better hours and more pay. 


\ 


This wonderful instrument has 


Sore 


- Scot's’ mental soundness. 
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WHY ARE SCOTSMEN GOING MAD ? 


As might have been expected, by far the greater 
proportion of the attempts in this competition were 
Pron Be who metered into the spirit of the 
all the ardour of their nature. They 
tum over one another in their eagerness to let us 
have the most probable causes for their increasing 


Most of them put it down to adulterated whisky— 
which was very natural. Next in popularity came the 
melancholia uent upon depression in trade, and 
then the effects of com co cee Several of 

competitors as bearing 

one to believe that the Scoteman’s 
the shallow 

brain of the Englishman can grasp. football craze, 
which wa tremendously every year, was made 
responsible for as large a percentage of lunatics as 
the growing weal for rich foods and sweet- 
meats observable in Glasgow and other large Scotch 


cities. 

A few thought the Armenian atrocities had affected 
the supersensitive sympathies of the Scots, while others 
expressed their astoni t that the increase of lunacy 


was not greater in that countxy, seeing how many 
ito of ths 


of them profess to enjoy the m bagpipes. 
These faeeeoas were English. eee 

The increase in the number of i between 
impecunious Scotamen and flight ish girls, who 


their extra’ 108 ; 

the terrible habit of excessive tea drinking; the tceakes 
ing of the G w and the Australian banks some time 
ago; the ge lence of spaces ; the decrease — the 
ing and evening parties years two or three 
nights a week in rural districts; the imergantage of 


quota of adherents. 
, all wrong—absolutely wrong. 
than they ever were, 
in view of which fact it will bea pleasure for them to 
read the following article, written by Mr. G. W. Wight, 
of 66, Findhorn Biace, Edinburgh, to whom a cheque for 
£10 bas been forwarded: — 


THE SANITY OF “SANDY.” 

“Joux BULL annually og North to tramp on the 
Scottish thistle; he dons the kilt, he wins at golf, and 
he would even appear to have his doubts of his ‘ brither- 
hotest cand Guastion sok lang ate by wetemdnn 
man question not long ago by approachi: 
Parliament for a report on what he ccmelioedioly called 
‘the alleged of iosanity in 


increasing prevalence 
Scotland,” and the result of the inquiry should be 
to dispel the alarmist ideas on the subject, which 
have pretty frequently of late found expression in 
miltaray Sa opecial pelle Woy Vis, nyrinm (prestical 
ial pri i 8 racti 
Bogiand ing the harmless 


) of accom 


other country. 
“ Hence, w: 
pry eae eee 1896 numbered 14,093 against 


increased in the ratio (140 per cent.) which these gorse 
im It would be quite as unjust to tax the canny Fifer 


fa dafter Ss a hbours simply because 
‘ . lunacy swelled importations 
from. ‘Hike “Edinburgh and “Ghanee whose 


rr piglet cheaply boarded there than in 
ielietons rtionately f jents 

“ are i ly fewer patien' m 

their can bead itted to lums now Baa 


, that 
among The rich’ ‘The apparent increase—more marked, 
curiously enough, i 


i in the Highlands than in industrial 
porte ms | wholly -the - thas been 
to the opening district asylums, 

lunatics known to were not hitherto 


as. to Vist constitates meer so & change in the 


_ With the “Electric Eye” you can. 
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GLAD TO GET RID OF THEM. 


Some years ogo a regiment of volunteers was 
encamped on the outskirts of a country town. Among 
those whose curiosity led them to the encampment were 
three hardy labourers. 

As the three were strolling round the camp they came 
across a large tent, over which was written the followin 
notice: “ Dinners—as much as you like for a shilling. 
Being hungry the three went in to dine. ; 

* ‘'Phey began their meal, and after five other parties 
had come in, dined, and left again, they were still busy 
eating! Presently a young man, evidently one of the 
setnouante, came up, and tapping one of them lightly 


on the shoulder, said in a low voice: : 
“ Here, you chans, my governor sent me to sa that if 
g for 


you like to go now he won't charge you anyt 
what you have already eaten.” 


ef eee 
SPORT IN SAMOA. 


0 Pe paar 
ge 
mae, a. Vad 

THe Samoans, who inhabit the archipelago formerly 
called the Navigators’ Islands, but now oftenest known 
as Samoa, are a fine race, much above the average white 
men in statare, and well-formed and muscular. 

When I visited these islands recently I was not only 
much impressed by the traits of intelligence and refine- 
ment shown by these people, but interested in their 
method of catching birds. ; 

They cut away the trees and dense undergrowth in 
various parts of the forest s0 as to form amall ee 
and here they trap great numbers of pigeons, both for 
food and for sport. . 

The method of capture is ingenions. The circle 
cleared in the woods is generally about one hundred 
yards in diameter, and is made clear of everything 
except what ap to be clumps of bushes, growing at 
regular intervals in the form of an inner circle. 

are in reality huts, made from the branches of 
trees which are freshly cut, and stack in the und 
afresh every day during the pigeon season, whether the 
huts are used or not. 

The apparatus used consists merely of a net and a 
tame pigeon. The net ia made of bark fibres and is 
almost as light as gossamer. It is about two feet wide 
at the mouth, which is kept open by a ring of wood 
twigs twisted when green, and allowed to dry hard 
and compact. 

The net is about three feet deep, and is of a , 
loose mesh, so u8 to offer little or no resistance to the 
air, The ring holding the neck is secured to a light 
bamtoo pole which may be forty feet long. This 
is left lying on the ground until required for use. 

The decoy bird is one that has taken from the 
nest when young or has been reared in captivity and has 

me perfectly tame and docile. Its owner hus trained 
by means of a string attached to its leg, to fly high 
of low, right or left, guided by the motion of the cord. 

Each man provided with his bird and his net, the 
native fowlers betake themselves to the clearing and 
conceal themselves in the brush huts. As soon as a 
wild flock ap every decoy bird rises. The wild 
flocks seeing them, and fancying from their movements 
that they are feeding, descend to join them. 

m each fowler, sitting in his hut, raises the net and 
deftly catches the birds in it, killing them one by one 
as fast as they are caught. 


No poet ever wrote for me 
ia joy hayes aa 
o tongue iven r 
Like that I aa have rate 
Sanecrit, Hindoo, Latin, and Greek, 
@ French < yea es yy 
an never hope a tone speak 
To equal baby’s “ Goo!’ 
ee Ge 
A HALF-FINISHED Jos.—‘ Sir, I am a self-made 


“Who interrupted you?” 
ee ff 


Mrs. Weariz (who has a French maid): “ This is 
the last time I'll have a servant girl who can’t speak 


. Wearie : “ Why don’t you send her off P” 

Mrs. Wearie: “I've been trying for six weeks, but I 
can’t make her understand fg le Mie Ming a! 28 
means. She thinks it means a day off, and when I 
i ee  Sachargel, she goes out and has a good 


_& brick wall or a nigger’s skull. 
gh anything—a 


see thi 
ean see thr German joké, even. 


WEEK ENDING 
Dxc. 19, 189%. 


FOOTBALL NOTES. 


Tr is a curious fact that of the seven matches to J,9 
layed in the first division of the League, on December 
9th, the contestants in no fewer than five cases are 

meeting for the first time this season. Only Bolton 
Wanderers and West Bromwich Albion and Derby 
County and Liverpool are engaged in return encounters, 
and in these cases it is not likely that the results of the 
first meeting will be reversed. 


Srnce Aston Villa and the Bolton Wanderers do not 
meet for their first match until the last week in 
February, and as they both promise to win nearly all 
the intervening fixtures, the excitement of the struggle 
between the two for the lead is likely to be kept up until 
very nearly the end of the season. One clu which is 
likely to prove a stumbling-block to both is Liverpool, 
whom Aston Villa visit on Christmas Day, and who go 
to Bolton on January Ist. These are two matches more 
likely than any other to influence the actual champion. 
ship. 

SUNDERLAND receive a visit from the Blackburn 


_| Rovers on December 19th, and as they have not met so 


far this season, and both have been faring badly, there 
is some curiosity as to the result. Last year Blackburn 
Rovers lost both matches, but form shown a year ago is 

ractically no criterion of the presert ability of any team. 
Pntil the season before last Sunderland were able 
to boast that they had never been beaten in a League 
match on their own ground, and last season’s engagements 
at Sunderland resulted in every case in wins for the 
home club or in drawn games, of which latter there 
were five. The great fault of the Sunderland club, not 
merely in their later days of adversity, but at all times, 
has been that their forwards were almost too clever in 
the field, and not deadly enough in front of goal. They 
could, apparently, do anything with the ball but shoot 
straight. 

Exc.up1Ne@ the match on December12th at Richmond, 
North and South have met at Rugby football on twenty- 
six occasions. _The South have been victorious fourteen 
times and the North nine, three matches having been 
drawn. It is curious to note, however, that two of the 
three drawn games were the first two ever played, at a 
time when a majority of goals bag Ata the victory. In 
1874 South scored three tries one try, and the 
following year the South obtained a try to nothing, so 
that upon modern methods of calculation the South 
would have even a larger predominance ¢ wins. The 
biggest score in the series was made by the brilliant 
South team of 1894, who ran up five goals and four tries to 
nothing against a team which four people aut of five 
expentert when the match started, to see victorious. In 
1882 almost as big a score was made again by the 
South, who won by four goals four tries to nothing. 
The biggest score ever made by the North was four 
ae and one try in 1891, but on that occasion the 
uth made two goals and one try also. 


The great match for lovers of the Rugby game in 
London on December 19th will be the first meeting of the 
ceason of Blackheath and Cardiff. Last year Blackheath 
pore successful when these teams met on the Rectory 

ield, but not even the most sanguine sup re of “ the 
club,” I fancy, has any other e tion than of decisive 
defeat this time. Last year Blackheath were a great 
team; this year they are not. Just what is the matter 
with the erstwhile champions of the South is hard to dis- 
cover. They haveintheir ranks many menof international 
fame, and now and again they play a splendid game; 
but all too often there steals over the pack a strange 
lethargy, and no life seems put into the work. 

THERE is a growing feeling that the governing bodies 
in the football world, ially in paaah el mii the 
Association game, are ming too tyrannical and 
exacting. Many letters have reached me protesting 


ageiies the insistenve of the Football Association that all 
clu 


COMBINED CYCLING AND FOOTBALL 
INSURANCE FOR £100. 


We undertake to ppy ONE HUNDRED POUNDS fo 
whomsoever the Editor of PEARSON’S WEEKLY 


must at the time of the accident be the r of a copy of 
the current number of PEARSON'S WEEKLY which 
must bear his usual signature in ink on the line left blank at 
the foot of this notice. The copy need not be upon the perscn 
af the time of the accident. Notice of aecident must be given 
within three days, and death must have occurred within twenty- 
Sour hours of the accident, 
Bignature 


Available until midnight, December 19¢h, 1896, 


In fact, with the “ Blectric Eye” you 


Wax snpine 
Dec. 19, 1896. 


THE MISTAKES WE 
MAKE, 


Things We Ought Not to Have Been 
Taught at School, 


Comriiep sy O. E. Crakk, 
Member of the Metropolitan Board Teachers’ Association. 


LS 

Ws, of course, all know the Highlanders’ joyful belief 
that the Restoration had permanently secured the 

ancient name of Stewart, which Time, 

The Massacre of in envy for 20 long a joy, betrayed 

Glencoe not by into sorrow and the horror of Glencoe 

Englishmen. (1692). 

Yet there is one thing in this con- 

a soldiers, in consequence of an order signed by 

William II, The truth is that none of the actors therein 

were Englishmen, neither the spatigators nor the 

assassins; they were all inhabitants of Scotland, and 

neigh -and some even were relatives—of the 
murdered men. 

“The King signed this warrant under the impression 
that the Macdonalds of Glencoe were the main obstacles 
to the pacification of the Highlands, tho fact that Mac- 
donald had submitted being carefully kept from his 
knowl ._ The iniquitous act was done at the instiga- 
tion of the Earl of Braedalhane, whose lands had been 
plundered during the late hostilities by the men of 
Glencoe, and who thirsted-for vengeance on that account, 
and also because his treachery to William had becn 
exposed by Macdonald himself, who showed that he had 
been secretly negotiating with the other clans. The 
execution of the warrant of extermination was therefore 

on by the Secretary of State (the friend of 
Braedalbane) with the utmost rigour.” The full facte 
can be read by anyone in “Notes to the Highland 
Widow,” by Sir W. Scott. 

OnLy about eleven months before Dr. Jenner's fame 

had reached its zenith, Lord Neleon returned to England 
after his “glorious disobedience” at 
Nelson did not Copenhagen (1801). We all know the 
Disobey Parker. story—so fondly repeated to charac- 
terise Nelson's reckless and determined 
bravery—of Nelson putting his telescope to his ight 
less eye and declaring that he did not see Sir Hyde 
Parker's — to discontinue fighting. But Professor 
Knox Langhton explains this use of thmstory quite away, 
and instead of reckless disobedience we get phenomenal 
coolness. What the Professor says is this: “It is very 
well established that Parker sent his flag-captain, 
Otway, with a verbal message that the signal was to 
be understood as permissive, and was made in that 
way so that the whole responsibility might rest with 
Parker, if Neleon inagod it advisable to discontinue the 
action. If he thought it advisable to continue it 
he was at liberty to do so. He judged it right to con- 
tinue; and the little pantomime was ead a joke, at 
the expense of Colonel Stewart sanding yy, who had 
no knowledge of the message Otway had brought.” 

AnD now for the objections to some religious 
associations. 

Through the erroneous time fixed b: 
of Dionysius, the nativity of our Lord took place four 

years earlier than the generally 

Christ was Born assigned date, for it must have pre- 

' SBC, ceded the death of Herod, who died 

four years before the beginning of the 

Christian era. After giving data upon which the later 

computation is founded, Farrar, in his “ Life of Christ,” 

adds: “ Under no circumstances can it have taken place 
later than February, B.c. 4.” 

And then with the Nativity itcelf, the “wise men” 
rightly claim our attention. But why the traditional 
number 8? There is no Biblical authority for fixing 
any number at all to the Magi of the Gospel narrative. 
®t. Matthew, the only Evangelist who mentions them, 

3: “There came wise men from the east to Jern- 

m.” The idea that they were three in number no doubt 
is founded upon the three kinds of gifte they offered— 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh; at least, this was the 
teaching of St. Augustine. 

In early Christian art few subjects have oftener been 
painted than the worship of the.infant Saviour at 

Bethlehem by the wiee men or“ kings” 

The Number of as they are referred to in Psalms 
Wiee Men Differs. lxxii; 10, 11. In ‘these early 
representations and those of the 


the calculations 


Roman catacombs, the number of Magi is varied, and, 
it may be added, show, in following literally the words 
of St. Matthew, no signs of Royalty. -In one of these 


of St. Domitilla—there 


intings—that in the cemete: 
og é * t of St. Peter and St. 


are four, while in another— 

Marcelliue—only two are shown. : 
ANOTHER i unwarranted by any scriptural 

reference is that which attaches a stigma to Ma 


* Magdalene. An outcast woman is 
Mery indicated in St. Luke’s Gospel, the 
@ Good Woman. eighth chapter, and nothing more ; for 
so lene’s name can no more 


be read bebwees the lines of this story than can the 


Recited with good. rqeon by Roman Catholics om the Feast of 
Fpipbany. 


RICAL MISTAKE. —“ Mary li 
See ee og usued ont, Bo, was 
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names of Susanna in continuation of the narrative in the 
following chapter, and it is clear that the first two and 
the fourth Gospels refer to Mary the sister of Lazarus in 
Bethany (see John x.), whose condition of life was, of 
course, without reproach. 

Turis calls to mind the somewhat less serious—as 
some would say—misapprehension of character which 

denounces Muhammad as an impostor 
Muhammad and fanatic. This is the Christian's 
wasnota notion of the Prophet of Islam; but, 
Miracle Worker. considering that the Arab has another, 
to all intents and purposes there must 
be two Muhammads. Putting aside the difficulty of 
assuming that he was an impostor througbout, and 
that his preaching was lees the outcome of angelic 
revelation than the mission of the Maid of Domrémy, 
which cannot be satisfactorily explained away, the 
most curious thing about him is that he himeelf never 
claimed any supernatural powers, and that the attribute 
of miracles to the Prophet is not warranted by the 
Koran. 

Moreover, the earliest life of Muhammad makes very 
little mention of miracles, and all those which are 
associated with his name are tho creation of later 
biographers, who uccurately gauged the taste for 
sensational details. 


HERE is a most important matter concerning which 
we must clear our minds alike of Catholic claims and 
Protestant prejudices. The one says 
The Origin of the it was crea by the Founder of 
Papacy. Christianity, the other, by designing 
priests; its growth was due to neither, 
but, according to Ferdinand Gregorovius,* to the 
fundamental ground that the Bishop of Rome was the 
one rallying point in a world of confusion, the one centre 
of order amid chaos, the one central light in a night of 
darkness, But hear Gregorovius himself, and a better 
authority we cannot have. Says he, after describing the 
final sucking of the City of Rome: 

Classical civilisation perished in Rome and throughout Italy. 
Tn cities burnt, desolated, and mutilated, raina remained the solo 
evidences of former aplendour. The night of barbarism had 
descended on the Lutin world, a darkness in which no light was 
visible, other than that of the tapers of the church and the lonely 
student lamp of the monk brcoding in bis cloister. 

Barbarians swarmed over Italy, the seat of empire had 
long before been transferred to Byzantium, the ex- 
Joreiite of Ravenna, which represented imperial rule in 
Italy, was powerless tostem the torrent of Anarchy,and the 
ancient Roman Curia hadperished. No order ofauthority 
remained save that which rected in the person of the 
Bishop of Rome, whose See thus gradually became the 
one object of obedience and highest veneration through- 
out Western Christendom, and who, therefore, naturally 
became the head of the Holy Roman Church—a rower, 
neither designed nor fore-ordained, but an inevitable 
product of the state of affairs in the early Middle Ages. 

It must be said that that power was more firmly secured 
by temporal poesessions, partly gifts to the Roman See, 
and partly territories acquired by diplomacy of the 
bishops when Popes. By the end of the eighth century 
the Temporal Power was established largely by the 
reqip aid of one of the world’s most noted rulers— 
the Eu:peror of the German Western Empire, Charles 
the Great. 


THERE is a tale to the effect that the Pontiff who 
reigned about 855-58 was a woman—Pope Joan, as 
she is called. Of course there never 

Pope Joan a was such a perzon. In her mythical 

Myth. history she is represented as of 

English descent, although born in 

Germany, and as having fallen in love with a Bene- 

dictine monk, with whom she fled in male attire to 
Athens. 

After his death she returned to Rome, where she 
attained the rank of Cardinal. On the death of Leo. IV. 
she became Pope John VIII, and, so the scandal goes, 
died in childbirth during a public procession, on the 
road between the Colosseum and the church of St. 
Clement, and was buried without any honours after a 
pontificate of nearly two years and a half. 

The story was first given in a monkish MS. of doubtful 
authenticity in 1086, but more circumstantially in that 
of Gregory the Tenth’sconfessor. Stephen de Bourbon, 
writing about 1225, also mentions it. whole story 
is, however, founded on the effeminancy or licentiousness 
of Pope John the Twelfth, who was killed in 964 while 
prosecuting a ‘conspiracy aguinst the Emperor of 
Germany, Otto the Fitst. 


© + History of the City of Rome in the Middie Ages,”—F, Gregorovius 
(G. Bell and Son). 


——____ot=—__ —__ — 


On a recent Sunday ina church in Dublin the choir 
was startled during the singing of the psalm by the 
appearance of the organ-blower'’s head, who shouted 


a 
ove Sing like fury! The bellows is busted !” 
——- § 


“ Sranp back!” exclaimed the friend of the man who 
was down on the ground. “Stand back and give him 
bande 
~ aa the bystanders accommodatingly stood back, 
while the man who was down on the ground 
went on pumping up his rear tyre. 


ai a little lamb,” but it wasn't, as Is gener 


gu 
for the reason’ that she ¢otldn’t resis ing H 
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HOW THE SUN AFFECTS CATTLE. 


Part had recently secured a place on a farm. 

One day at noon he was handed a glass of butter- 
milk, but expected something better. He tasted the 
liquid, set the glass down, and went into the house. 

“Oj say, sorr,” he said to his employer, “don’t yez 
think Oi'd better be afther goin’ out and seein’ to the 
sthock!” 

“Why?” 

“ Because Oi've me suspicions that somebody's left the 
cow standin’ in the sun and lettin’ her milk get sour.” 


—_— oe fo 
IN THE CATACOMBS OF MEXICO. 


For gentlemen in reduced circumstances, who wish 
to die quietly and comfortably, to be buried, and have 
their bones cared for, and this without any report of 
the circumstances reaching the outside world for at 
least five years, Mexico is an ideal country. 

This is on account of the peculiar custom in vogue 
for disposing of dead bodies. 

*\ The cenetery, or panteon, is 
} inclosed by a wall, thus 
forming a huge vault, in 
one side of which the bodies 
are disposed. These graves, 
or cells, are about two feet 
wide, two feet high, and six 
feet long. To lease one for 
all time costs a sum amount- 
ing to about £20. Usually, 
however, the grave is taken 
for five years, and this costs 
a& comparatively nominal 
amount. 

At the end of that time 
the niche must be vacated 
for another tenant. Should 
your bones, however, in the meanwhile, have become 
mummi more respect will be shown to you. 

A label will be attached to you, stating fully who 
you are, and what your occupation was, and you will 
then be placed in a standing position against the wall 
outside your niche. 

Here you may be visited by anyone who cares to see 
the catacomb. The accompanying illustration is from 
a photograph of tha Panteon Municipal of the city of 
Guanajuato, Mexico. 


ef 

PatTeRFAMILIAS: “Clara, I see that the front gate ia 
down this morning.” 

Clara: “ Yes, papa; you know love levels all things.” 

—+j2__ 

THis 18 REAL Smart.—Teacher (meaning the Lady 
Godiva incident) : “What was it that made the town of 
Coventry so famous? Something that seems trivial to 


us, but yet meant a good deal to its inhabitants P” 
“ Bicycles.” 


————» § 


GENTLEMAN (at restaurant): “I say, waiter, your 
customers are a fearfully noisy lot!” 

“ Yea, sir, and yet they are eo particalar, you would 
scarcely believe. Why, that same turbot you are eating 
just now no fewer than six of them refused before you 
came in.” 


“Pearson's Weekly” Railway Insurance. 
438 INSURANCE CLAIMS HAVE BEEN PAID. 


(including one of a Thousand Pounds.) 


This Insurance holds S76 for any number of claims to the extent 
of totanael te one only, ‘ 


£1000 COUPON TICKET. 

Specially Guaranteed by the 

OCEAN ACCIDENT AND GUARANTEE 
CORPORATION, LIMITED. 


40, 42, and 44, MOORGATE STREET, LONUON, E.C. 

(To whom Notice of Claims, under the following couditions, must be sent 
within seren days to the above address.) 
INSURANCE TICKET Applicable to passenger trains in Great 
Britain and Ireland, 

Issued under Section 33 of the Ocean Accident and Guarantee 
Comyany, Limited, Act, 1690. 
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will be paid by the above Corporation to the legal represcntative of an’ 

person killed y an accident to the train in which the deceased was pd 
tickct- bearing passenger {including holders of scason and 

excursion tickets), and who, at the time of such accident, bad in his, of 

her, possession, coupon ticket or the paper in which it is, with 

or her, usual siguature, written in ink or pencil on the 

of contract. This 


space 
below, which is the essence of this Imag be loft ob 
Bis, of her, place of abode, 10 long as the co ls tigned. 
PROVIVED ALSO, that the said sum wi paid to the legal 
eentatives of mach nin fared should death result from such accident 


er. 

Th for the current week of issue only, and 
entitles the holder to the t of, and is subject to, the conditions of 
the “Ocean Accident and Guarantee Company, Limited, Act,” 
1890, Bisks No. 2and 3. ee a 

hase of this publication te it to be 
Byer de  eG ace, i, 9 hl rn a 
ti » OF ° '@ Person can recover 

peach then one SonpenTebet & this paper in respect of the same rish, 
Signature oe 


Priday, 
mber 19th, 1 


December 116h, 1806, until Midnight, 
864.) 


Saturday, (See column 3, page 


posed. because she took {t to school that 


E NOTES during lesson time. 


PEOPLE OF IMPORTANCE. 


Mrz. Lawns, the eminent yen’s Counsellor, is an 
excellent it boxer, and been known to knock 
even ‘wearers of the “mittens” out of 
time without turning a hair. 
S1enor Fou, the well-known operatic singer, is ao 
appenrance. By birth he is 
ig = retains his full nee of 
generosity. name is Jamies Foley, 
his. first tour icily he has retained the 
nom of Signor Foli. He takes t delight in 
playing cards, and is a non-smoker. Foli uvera that he 
in from the woed because he finds it 
pee because he does not take any 


Tue Kauiser's pet mania is collecting and donning 
aniforms of all sorts and of all nations. No sooner is 
he constituted colonel of such and such a regiment than 
he calls his conrt tailor, and lains to him the 
minntest detail of uniform that im shost to as 
made. » he rarely appears in garments 
vate rw Ain and has a strong objec- 
tion toany hing of himself—eave those depicting 
him attired in fall regimentals, hunting dress, cr some 
other ornametital garb—being sold in shop windows. | 


t prided herself upon the fact that she has set 
Lag die i mperial Court. Before the 
the late Tsar, it was rumoured that many of 
the nobility preferred her “audiences” to any in the 
8 she, as a social leader, wielded even 
more power than the Tearitea herself. The Duchess is 
t nearly forty yeais of age, and though not 
pai ly good-looking, possesses, through her 
manners, the ability to win her way almost 
wherever she chooses. 

-_Mus Winirexsp Granam, whoee novel, “ When the 


Birds Begin to ,” has just been published from 

office, is the ver — healthy English girlhood 
( = figeny ene . to not mind her age being men- 
tioned; it is twenty-three), and lives in a historical 
‘house: on the Thames. h devoted to writin 
from her bay ootel irl she p to combine it wit 
athleticism, ly commencing a summer day with a 


of various musical sketches, in which she and 
her sister have appeared with much success. 


Tux Prince of Wales has the utmost abhorrence for 
parvent-0r-American snob. 


or three others, to 
himself from a cigar-box which lay upon the table, 

a certain ‘millionaire of any mind, whose 

we: need not mention, presented an enormous 
to H.R.H., saying: “I think, sir, you will 
The Prince, disgusted at 

iece of bad taste, look 


81 BURGLARY CLAIMS HAVE 
BEEN PAID. 


TExES 
Ocean Accivent & Guarantee Corporation, 


LIMITED. 
Head Offices: 40 to 44, MOORGATE ST., LONDON, E.C. 
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ALL SHE REQUIRED, 


A cxretain shopwalker in a large establishment is 
noted for his severity to those under him in business. 
One day he approached a junior assistant from whose 
counter a lady had just moved away. 

“You let that lady go without making a purchase ? ” 
he asked severely. 

_ “ Yes, sir, I—” 

“ And she was at your counter fally ten minutes?” 

“* Doubtless, but then you see——” 

“Exactly. I saw that, in spite of all the questions 
she put to you, you rarely answered her, and never 
attem: to get what she wanted.” 

“ ell, but—— ” 

“TI shall report your carelessness.” 

* Well, I hadn’t what she wanted.” 

“ What was that P” ° 

“ Half-a-crown. She’s a book canvasser, getting 
subscribers to the ‘ Life of Moses.’”’ 

And the shopwalker retired crestfullen. 


———_—2j2—___ 
WHAT A STAMP COLLECTION DID. 


Tuey are telling an interesting little story in Toronto 
which, if not true, is certainly ben trovato, and will 
furnish philatelists with a greater justification for 
the indulgence in their craze than any they have 
probably had before. The receiving cashier of the Bank 
of British North America, when he was appointed, was 

uired to give bonds to the amount of £2,000. 

e did not find this a particularly easy thing to do, for 
he had no friends to whom he could go. In thinking 
over ways and means it struck him that perhaps his 
collection of stamps made when a lad might help him 
out of the difficulty as he had some rare specimens. 
He according hunted out his album which had lain 
unregarded for over twenty years in an old drawer. 

Then he made a catalogue, and sent it to a rich 
stamp collector of his acquaintance. In due course 
came a reply from that gentleman saying he was pre- 
pared to give the sum of £2,000 for the tion. 

Dramatic coincidence! 

The cashier thereupon took the letter and his stamps 
to the bank directors, and offered them as the security 
he was reguired to furnish. They were accepted, and 
the bank had the stamp-book locked up in its 
vault ever since. An estimate has just been made of 
the value of its contents, and the lucky cashier finds 
poy stamps are worth the snug little fortune of 


: 3 
THE REASON OF HER SILENCE, 


THE parting between Thomas Wilson and Esmeralda 
Kilduff one night last week was,an unusually pares 
one. Sbe had accompanied him as far as the front gate, 
and that is where the “ee occurred. It was a fine 
night, and they woot together in silence, neither wishing 
to break the spell that hung over them. 

I don't know how long they would have stood thus 
had not o clock in a church tower not far away 
announced the hour of midnight, and then Esmeralda 
said she had better go in. 

Thomas offered no objection to this, but proceeded to 
say something which he had been trying to get courage 
enough to say for several months. bees had said 
it, he felt startled at his boldness, and yet it was but 
natural that such a question should follow the fatimacy 
which had existed between the two for more thana year. 
What he said was this : 

“ Esmeralda, dear, will you marry me P” 

He waited for an answer—and he waited in vain. 
Esmeralda said not a word. He could not see her face, 
and was therefore unable to - from her expression 
what was passing in her min the seconds dra, 
on he grew intensely anxious. He ought to have re; 
his case as won, because silence gives consent; but this 
did not ocour to him. The silence grew oppreasive, and 
he felt that she must answer him or he must die. 

“ Esmeralda,” he said hurriedly, “I am waiting for 

ur answer. 

“Oh! forgive me, Tom, I was thinking.” 

“ What were you thinking of P” 

“I was thinking how I would have my wedding-dress 
made, dear.” 

Ce RRNEEIEEEK axcemmmmmenememes 

“ So it was a happy marriage P” 

“Quite. The te was: happy, the bride’s mother 
was blissful, the Count was in ecstasy, and I understand 
that his creditors are in a state of delirious joy.” 

ee 3 gee 

JounNny : “Tommy Jones don’t know how to swim, 


because his mother don’t want him to go near the water.” 
Mamma: “ Well, Tommy is a A 
Johnny: “Yes; he'll go to Heaven the first time 
he falls overboard.” 
ee fee 


“Loox at that foolish Mr. Baker out on a day like 

this without an umbrella. Is he crazy?” - 
aie Let's hurry on. I don’t want to 
“ Why not?” ; 
“He may recognise this umbrella. It’s his.” 


——_,—_ 
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NEW AND STRANGE, 


Parer fire-stoves are now used in the United States, 


Post-oFFice vans in which the letters are sorted on 
their way from branch post-offices to the central depot 
have recently been introduced into New York. 


Tue fact that the greater resistance is offered to the 

X rays by inanimate than by liviny flesh is now put to 

ractical use in determining whether a person is really 
ead or not. 


Quire an excellent improvement in cycle lamps has 
been made by Mr. A. I. Ditchfield, of 40, Seabank Road, 
Southport. The reservoir is made wholly or partly of 
some transparent substance, so that the rider is able to 
see at once the quantity of oil it contains. 


Even the frying-pan can be improved upon. The 
improvement in this case is a guard or cover that runs 
round the edge to prevent the grease splashing over the 

ate and to keep the smoke off the food. Mr. F. A. 
tesa of 16, Uxbridge Road, is this particular housewife 
benefactor. 

Iw the education of deaf mutes who possess a fragment 
of hearing, the telephone has recently been found most 

ful, inasmach as one teacher can talk to any number 
ony upils at the same time, with the additional advantage 
of Leaping the face in full view of the listeners, who are 
able to observe the lip movements. 

CLocK-MAKING has developed in England to a won- 
derful extent during the past few years. One of the 
results of this development is the little “ Bijou” time- 

iece, for which Messrs. Jacob and Schreppel, of 

mdon Wall, are responsible. The stand is beautifully 

wrought in metal work, and the little clock itself keeps 
excellent time. 

To carry a knife and fork about in the trousers-pocket 
is at the best of times a risky p ing: But the 
knife and fork invented by Messrs. Mose and Company, 
of Trevelyan Buildings, Corporation Street, Manchester, 
is no ordinary knife and fork. The blade of the knife 
and the prongs of the fork are protected by an outer 

is 


casing of steel, and although the general a e 
that of a large pocket-knife, the pressure of a spring 


ute a very respectable pair of these feeding implements 
lore you. 

Yet another idea for preserving flowers for the table. 
This one, however, is a fraud. It teaches deception and 
hypocrisy to the young. The receptacle when filled with 
cut flowers or cut ferns has the appearance of containing 
growing plants, which is distinctly hypocritical. The 

t is fat of water, and the surface 1s only a shallow 

ish covered with a thin layer of earth through which 
the stems of the flowers are forced. Still, it is worth 
the 5s. 6d. asked for it by the British New Industries 
Co., of 7, Queen's Square, Finsbury Avenue, E.C., if one 
doesn’t mind make-believes of the sort. 

Few patent pipes fulfil in practice the virtues claimed 
for tieth by thes txventorn It is one thing to nce 
a perfect model that carries out all a man’s pet theories, 
and quite another to get that model copied l 
and thousands so that even the minority work as well as 
the original. Among the few exceptions is the “ Change- 
able Draught” pipe. Two holes are bored through the 
thick half of the stem, the one piercing the bowl 
at the bottom, and the other half way down. When the 
upper half has been smoked the mouthpiece is turned 
round, and the lower half is found to be free from mois- 
ture and foulness. Fulton Bros., Hollin Bank, Burnley, 
are selling them at 1s. 9d. apiece. 
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Briton or Boer? 


A TALE OF THE FIGHT FOR AFRICA. 
By GEORGE GRIFFITH. 


Author of “Tue ANGEL oF THE RevouuTion,” “OLGA 
EX RomanorF,” “VALDAR THE Ort-Bory,” etc. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 


Puiaty Worps rrom tur Princess. 


Arter an interesting, if not very profitable, day spent in 
an excursion round Pretoria, an examination of its 
elaborate and expensive defences, Prince and Princess 
EB gna and the Baron returned to a quiet and comfortable 
dinner in the same room at the Grand Hotel in which, not 
very long before, Mr. Secrotary Loyds had received the 
news of the beginning of troubles for the South African 
Republic in the tidings of the revolt of the Outlanders in 
Johannesburg, and tho rising of the native population. 

If the truth must be told, neither the Prince nor the 
Princess were in the very best of spirits, alboit that their 
training in the ways of diplomacy and society mado it 
comparatively easy for them to hide the true inwardness 
of their imental state behind a mask of cheerful 
cordiality and careless insouciance which would have 
deceived anyone less penetrating and less well-informed 
than their guest. 

As for the Baron, he was just as suave and smiling and 
cheerful as they had ever known him to be, and yet there 
was something in his manner—an undefinable sovpcon of 
mastery—which might almost have been called superiority, 
which instinctively warned both the astute and practised 
diplomatist and the daughter who was the worthy heiress 
of his talents that, stowed away somewhere in that 
eapacious head of his, there was a clear knowledge of facts 
at which they, with all their educated cleverness, could 
only make approximate guesses. 

The dinner itself, served, as usual, by the deft Dmitri, 
had been seasoned only by conversation which, under the 
circumstances, might have been called commonplace— 
academic discussions of the military and diplomatic pros 
and cons of the situation, and interesting, if profitless 
estimates of the characters of the various actors who were 


. playing leading réles in the tragedy which was to culmi- 


nate not many hours later. 

But when Dmitri had retired and the stage which is 
pleasantest in all dinners was reached—the stage of the 
walnuts and the wine, which merges imperceptibly into 
the condition of coffee and cigarettes—then each of the 
trio became conscious, from many an apparent trifle in the 
conversation that had preceded, that something like a 
battle of wits was to begin. 

Whether by gaod luck or good ma ment it had 
happened that Mr. Secretary Leyds had found so much 
business of State awaiting him on his return from the 
excursion that it was quite impossible for him to accept 
the somewhat anxiously-awaited invitation to make one of 
the party. But, be that as it may, the conversation soon 
took such a turn as seemed to indicate that his room 
fo: med a perfectly satisfactory substitute for his company. 

“These English are, after all, a wonderful race,” said 
Prince Paul, leaning back in his chair, and blowing a thin 
blue stream of cigarette smoke out in little cook as though 
by way of punctuation, as Dmitri softly closed the door 
behind him, and straightway went about his master’s 
business. 

“There is no denying that, even from the point of view 
of their hereditary enemies, among whom, I suppose, I 
may count myself, there certainly seems to be something 
in them which, at the last moment, when their confusion 
and overthrow seems certain, suddenly asserts itself, and 
turns the best-laid schemes of international diplomacy into 
failure. 

“It was so in the old times of the Armada, when Philip 
of Spain was on the point of making himeelf master of 
Europe. So again after Austerlitz, when Napoleon was 
almost master of the world. So, too, in in India; but 


there, the question of to-day is: ‘Is it going to be the 
same thing in Africa?’ What is your opinion, mon cher 
Baron?” . 

The Princess removed the slender yellowish-brown 
covered cigarette of the finest Russian tobacco 


4, 


'  faqm her dainty lips, and as the little wreaths of 


-bine smoke escaped from between them, she leant 
fee’ elbow on the table, and, with the cigarette poised 


The Queen's pet hobb 
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between her fingers, looked at the jovial countenance of 
the Baron with an clonuent noto of interrogation in each of 
her lovely eyes. 

The Baron, who, by special permission, was smoking an 
excellent Muria from the Prince’s own cabinet, also leant 
back in his chair and drew a long, silent, luxurious whiff 
and looked up at the ceiling after the fashion of a skilful 
General, who takes care not to expose his forces to the 
heaviest batteries of tho enemy. ‘I'hen he removed his 
cig wr and sent a long, curling stream of smoke up in the 
direction of his gaze, which, presently slanting liko a 
downward flash across the Princess’s line of sight, stopped 
suddenly and caught the Prince full in the eyes. 

‘* My dear Prince,” he said with a little wave of the hand 
that held the cigar, “compliments apart, I would a great 
deal sooner sit and hear you talk than bo constrained to 
answer you, for what you say is so much more instructive, 
and, I may be permitted to add, entertaining, than any- 
thing that I could say in answer to it. You have touched, 
it seems to me, upon the greatest of all the problems of 
history: Why should one race rather than another be pre- 
destined, as it were, to fill the greatest place in the history 
of a given age ? 

st ie should these English, as you call them, who four 
hundred years ago were an insigniticant people inhabiting a 
few small islands in an intemperate clime, have carved out 
for themselves an empire which now covers two-fifths of the 
lands of the earth? Why should they have had their 
Drakes and Ralcighs, their Clives and Wolfes, their 
Wellingtons and Nelsons? Why should they have been 
able to singe the King of Spain’s beard in Cadiz, and to draw 
that thin red line across the field of Waterloo which barred 
Napoleon's way to empire? Why——?” 

“ Because,” said tho Princess, suddenly dropping the 
hand which held her cigarette upon the table, “their 
women are the mothers of men. Because,” she went on, 
with cheeks that flushed and eyes that sparkicd in spite of 
her habitual self-control, “their sons are the men who 
stormed the heights of Alma, who 
made the charge at Balaclava, who ary 
fought us one to tenat Inkerman and oe bas 
beat us, and I, a al 
Russian, say it.” i 

Both the Prince and ; 
the Baron stared at her 
in unfeigned astonish- 
ment, and the Baron at 
least thought that he 
never seen a beautiful 
woman look so beauti- 
ful as sho did just at 
that moment. She 
glanced rapidly from <> 
the one to the other, 
and then went on, 
speaking with, if pos- 
sible, a still more elo- 
quent ring in her voices 

“Yes, it is so, un- 
patriotic and all as it 
may sound for me 
to say it. At home they may have feeble governments, 
divided counsels, and what we should call traitors in their 
highest placcs, but abroad they are men and heroes. Look 
what they have dono here in Africa. When the President 
made his proclamation at Kriigersdorp, it seemed as 
though they would have been swept into the sea within a 
meni A little more than two months have passed. They 
are victors all along tho line. 

“We know, and you too know, Baron, that thoy have 
crushed the rebellion in the Cape, smothered it in Natal, 
snatched victory out of the burning ruins of Johannesburg, 
stormed the strongest town save this in the interior, drawn 
ships and men and arms over thousands of miles of sea, 
and at this moment they are confronting the forces which 
were to have overwhelmed them with forces of equal or 
greater strength. 

“It needs men todo work like that, and these English 
are mon, and that is the answer to your question, my 
father, and yours, Monsicur le Baron.” 

“Tam afraid that would not be very pleasant hearing 
for our friend the State Secretary,” murmured the Baron 
with a twinkle in his bright, alert eyes, and a pleasant smile 
on his mobile lips. 

“Pah!” aad the Princess, flicking the ash off her 
cigarette with a gesture eloquent of scorn. ‘That 
moustachioed popinjay! Fancy such a man—if one may 
use such a word in such a relation—aspiring to rule where 
the English have reigned! Why could he not see that 
without the Boers he was nothing, and that if he did not 
win their trust and confidence he would be something less 
than nothing? That brave old man, impossible animal as 
he is, taught him a lesson the other day when he took his 
rifle and rode out to fight his last fight. ; 

“But instead of learning it’he stops here spinning his 

try spider-webs of amateur diplomacy under the guns of 


‘orts that should have had their faces turned the other way, 


These Boers may be ignorant and a, as the animal 
whose name sounds ike theirs, but they know a man who 
can fight from the man who can only scheme and plot in 
the dark. No, there will never be a United States of South 
Africa, and if there could be Mr. Secretary Leyds would 
never rule them. One might as well imagine a Jow- 
Johannesburg millionaire as President, a mountebank 
crowned with a cap and bells and with a stick and bladder 
as sceptre!” : 
“ You are somewhat bitter to-night, my daughter,” said 
the Prince, looking at her with half-closed eyes. “If I did 
not know you have a perfect epee should have 
thought that the Secretary's lunch had donc! Bra with you 
—or was it, perchance, the Secretary hi hie . 
“I think you may say the onsen 9 she replied, with 
just a tinge of acidity in her tone. “ came here to seek 
& man who, at the least, might have been expected to be a 
capable instrument. We have found an aspiring bungler 


th.a number of. mi 
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~ 
3.1 


who has made such mistakes—mistakes so colossal that 
their corresponding successes ought to have given him 
the empire of the world. Who but the most arrant of 
bunglers could have mismanaged matters so that that 


detestable English fleet should have been permitted to 
strike its heaviest blow at the weakest place in his 
armour?” 

Here the Baron smiled approvingly, and in his inner 
Woeghts he pictured to himself that solitary watcher 
standing on Reuben Point, looking through his field-glassea 
as Mr. Michael Ostroff’s yacht steamed out past Inyack 
Island on the morning of the 16th of December, and of a 
certain bricf code message which had flashed through tho 
cables up and down the coast a few minutes afterwards. 

“Then you are of opinion, Princess,” he said after another 
puff at his cigar, “that the dream, or rather let us say the 
ideal, of Africa for the Afrikander is not destined to ba 
immediately realised ?” 

While he was saying this the Prince had been looking at 
his daughter with the half-vexed, half-amused air of one 
who recognises that the Fates are against him, and doesn't 
very much care that they are. She read his thoughts 
instantly, as no other could have done, and replied to the 
Baron with a pretty air of careless resignation : 

“Yes, that is my opinion, and, my father, I think you will 
allow me to say it is your’s too, eh? Is not that so?” 

“Yes,” said the Prince with something like a drawl, “I 
suppose it is. To be frank for once, that is to say to enjoy 
a sensation which is refreshing from its novelty, as we are 
all in a sense conspiritors here, it may be admitted that our 
good friend the Baron holds the winning cards, always 
supposing that President Kriger does not put down the ace 
of trumps the day after to-morrow. In which case,” hoe 
went on smiling blandly at the Baron, who smiled just as 
blandly in return, “we should still be in pretty much the 
same boat, as the English say.” 

“ Exactly,” was the quiet reply. “I should be far from 
questioning the fact that a diplomatist of such genius and 
experience as yourself, my dear host, could fail to know as 
much, we will say, of what I have thought it advisable to 
do, as I know of what the faithful servant of the Tsar has 
sought to do. I hope I may say without offence that what- 
ever advan may rest now, or hereafter, with my side 
will be due to the fact that it has been nry good fortune to 
work with the best of all possiBle materials—which is only 
another and more clumsy way of putting what the Princess 
said so eloquently just now.” 

“Yes,” said the Princess, throwing off the last shred of 
diplomatic disguise, “ you, Baron, have worked with men; 
we havo worked with machines. Voild tout!” 

“But the day after to-morrow it will be a battle not only 
of men but of machines as well,” said the Prince, “and on 
the outcome of that everyt depends. It is no harm, 
nay, it is just as well, that we should each understand the 
other's position. We have spoken, I trust, not only as 
diplomatists but as gentlemen, and now, my dear Baron, 
what liqueur will you take ?” 


CHAPTER XLII. 
Tue Eve or AmAsuBA. 

On Thursday, the 26th of February, 1897, the sun set 
behind the northern spur of the Drakensberg Mountains in 
the midst of a wild chaos of storm-tossed clouds of all 
shades of colour from a thunderous blue-purple to a deep 
and angry blood-red. The day had been one of fitful 
showers, brief bursts of sunshine, and fierce, but swiftly- 
passing storms of rain and hail and lightning. 

It seemed, indeed, as though Nature set herself to 
work to arrange a fitting mise en sccne for the tragedy which 
the sun was destined to look upon when he rose again—a 
tragedy upon which the curtain cf Destiny would not fall 
until the fate of a continent, and perchance of an empire, 
stretching through many continents, had been decided—for 
this was the eve, not only of a crisis for the white races of 
South Africa, but also of another and ter crisis amidst 
which was to be decided the far wider question as to 
whether the Empire which had so completely eclipsed the 
glories of Ancient Rome had reached, as Rome had done in 
the Augustan Age, the apex of power where the upward 
road becomes the downward, or whether the arm that had 
so often hewn its way to victory was still strong to strike in 
defence of its ancient rights and the material things which 
the valour that nerved it had won. 

As the history of all empires has shown, the day upon 
which any in portion of a dominion is torn by hostile 
force from the imperial body, is for that dominion the day 
of Fate and the beginning of its ruin. 

To-morrow was to be such a day for the Empire of 
Britain. Within the next few hours Africa was to be held or 
lost. If held, welland foot, for then for the thousandth time 
the Anglo-Saxon would have aa that he was strong to keep 
as well as bold to take. If lost,then South Africa would be 
but the first of the limbs of the once meh organism that 
would be torn away by the enemies w! 
loss the first unquestionable sign of the ysis of the 
Colossus whose once-mighty armas encircled the world. 

As Prince Paul Regna and his daughter were saying to 
each other that same e in Pretoria, a ages lost 
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enemy's country. 
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with the coast were rapi 


2 ust t starve. 
the defiles which, moment that they attempted 
the would be swept clear by the death-storms that 
would burst from rifie and cannon and i 
ee ae himself 


and they knew, too, that unless they could strike the 
blow swiftly, now that the crisis of Fate had really 
come, General Carrington, with his victorious army of some 


‘tions had been stormed, 
us retreat on Pretoria 


f 
B 
[ 


of victory, even of salvation, thus lay 
the two British forces in turn before they had 
. It was therefore for reasons of prudence as 
ment that the anniversary of Amajuba had 
for the general assault. 

chanced, the elements themselves conspired to 
British commander to most effectually counter 
we of President K and his generals. Dark- 
down in the midst of an absolute calm on 
in the air,a glcom go black ahd impenetrable 
that all sonse of distance and direction seemed lost in it. 
Overhead the clouds hung black and low, almost level with 
the flat top of Amajuba, 

Conditions more perfectly suited to surprise-attacks or 
secret flanking-movements could not have been imagined, 
and the Boer leaders decided to take advantage of them. 
So about nine o'clock, when the darkness had become 
complete, an irregular column of three thousand Boers on 
foot, armed with rifle and revolver, moved out from tho 
right wing to the westward of Volksrust, and began to 
ascend the slopes between the Inquela Mountain and 
Amajuba, while another, nearly five thousand strong, also 
on foot, to make its way towards the northern slopes 
rear i up to Langs Nek on either side of the railway 
tunnel 


Within the English lines all was darknees and absolute 
silence. Of all the thousands of men that were there, not 
one gavea sign of his presenc>, and the Boers crept on, 
res reer ee ee re ay es 

they would be able to carry out their i 


back, they would be able to deliver their contemplated 
ae when the general assault was mado on the 
ron’ 

But suddenly, when they were a little more than half 
way up the something like a big, white, many-rayed 
star out above the highest point of Amajuba, and 
then,'to their amazement and consternation, it to rise 
alowly into tho air, and move about to and fro. en a long 
white shaft of light flashed down from it, hovered for a 
moment or two in mid-air, and then fell on the middle 
sl below Langs Nek and showed them to be crowded 
wit rare Geek Gime figures. 

Instantly wi le of that side of tha mountain seemed 
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y 
g cheers burst out from the rocks above, and 
aval Brigade charged down with the bayonet on to 
astounded Boers. At first they gave way before the 
irresistible rush, but after a while the confidence of superior 
numbers came back to them, and they tarned and gave back 
shot for shot, and blow for blow. 
Meanwhile the light from the clouds had veered round to 
the eastward, sweeping the plain as it went until it s 
the second column. Thew the 
storm of shot and shell burst out again from a scure of 
hidden batteries, and eo fierce was the converging fire that 
for a few moments the head of the column melted away as 
it advanced. Then came the sound of a bugle, the sharp, 
ringing rattle of steel, and a bricf order followed by a 
cheer and the stampi 
Out of the gloom 


behind them gleaming on their bayonets, and shining fall 


the 

double, and from atmond gelita aten te 
ragged hillsides gece gon! pale flame spurted out, and 
a swift 


septa i peaasows satatane 


Thanks to the authorities which rule his fate, he is not 
much of a shot, but put a bayonet on the end of his 
him within arm’s length of his enemy and he 
most dangerous fighting animal on earth. As 
the light hovered down the defile up which the Boers had 
sought to make their secret entry, it showed them to be 
split up in groupe lying or crouching down under cover. 
As each of these aps was disclosed, a party of the 
Leicestershire and pshire men went at it, broke it up, 
and routed it out. 

Meanwhile a dozen field search-lights had begun to flash 


o 


hithor and thither about the slopes of the mountain, and by 
their light it could bo seen that the Naval Brigade was 
slowly rolling the other column back, while far out on the 
veld the piercing beams showed huge, dim shapes of 
of horse and foot, with here and there a batter: 
artillery, all in motion and all converging on the Britis 
centre. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 
Tue Waree.oo or Arica. 


Transvaal were about to follow up the ing attempt of 
the two columns by a eral assault under cover of the 
darkness. They, too, brought their ights into play, 


and opened a heavy cannonade on the ba‘ which they 
were able to locate, but hardly had their gunners got to 
to flash out all along the whole line 


work than guns began 
of the British positions, and the terribly destructive effect 
of the forty-pound shells as they burst about their batteries 


speedily convinced the Boer artilJeriste that they had far 


heavier metal than their own to contend against, and many 


more to boot. ‘ 

As i atiaok of the os colons Lape peeps failed as 
#8 surprise, and as Presi Kriger generals felt 
that in spite of their eevee eeperiai in numbers they had 
no men to spare, they the columns to fall back on 
the main lines at once—a movement which they ‘ormed 
with somewhat more of prudent haste than dignity. 
The Naval Brigade and the red-coate them till they 
were recalled z the bugle, and then all of a sudden the 
firing stopped, tho lights died out, and darkness and silence 


reigned supreme again. 

These two grin eaten had grad ined Boers three 
things. First, tha wever quiet t ki their 
men, the eee Peg agers psig not to egien 
napping ; secon O carry itions direct 
senate ter the front could only be ata at a cost 
of life; and, third, that the British artillery was vastly 
superior to theirs both in strength and handling. In view 
of these circumstances it was resolved, after about half-an- 
hour’s consultation, to make an immediate move under cover 
of the darkness on Wakkerstroom, a town on the 
right of the British position, seven or eight miles to the 
douth-east of Volkerust. 


left, and at daybreak Sir Charles Warren ordered his 
advanced 


‘ 
—“, 
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broken, and then the British centre and left would swing 
round and take the force which was attacking Wakker- 
stroom in the rear. 

Their advance was covered by tho guns on the heights to 
the eastward of Volksrust, which kept up an incessant fire 
on the British batteries, and under it they pushed on.with 
dogged and desperate valour, until at last the broken 

und of the slopes was reached, and there among the 
ulders, rocks, and intersecting ravine, thousands of men 
seemed to be swallowed up by the earth as completely as 
though it had alo beneath them. Then, as soon as this 
movement had been accomplished, their artiller: began to 
move, battery by battery, round to the erstward with the 
obvious intention of concentrating the attack upon 
Wakkerstroom, where the British linc was weakest. 

Shortly after nine o’clock two columns led by Lukas 
Moyer and Schalk Burgor, each about four thousand strong, 
advanced in the teeth of a terribly destructive fire up each 
side of the railway line along tho incline which leads to the 
mouth of the Langs Nek tunnel. They came on in their 
usual fashion, riding hard when the ground was good, and 
then, the moment they reached anything liko cover, sto ping, 
dismounting, and pouring in their volleys with deliberate 
aim and fats! effect. Not a man in the British lines could 
show himeelf but a bullet found him and he went over 
either dead or badly wounded. 

Simultaneously from the broken ground to the right there 
rose up thousands of spurts of fire and little transient puffs 
of steamy smoke, and the upper slopes of the mountain and 
the ia were swept by an inccseant hail of bullets which 
struck down every man and horse that was not under cover. 

Shells were rained upon the ground occupied by the 
hidden sharp-shooters, and these, bursting among tho rocks 
and stones, did terrible execution, but the Boer marksmen 
stuck manfally to their positions, and meanwhile the 
German gunners of the States Artillery were making 
excellent practice with their 15-centimetre Krupps, and 
the execution done by shell-fire was by no means all on one 
side. 

Yard by yard Commandants Meyer and Burger fought 
their way up the line, losing heavily, but inflicting equal 
loss in their turn, dodging from stone to stone, and shooting 
down nearly every man who showed hinmro!f, with an aim 
which was wonderfully steady and accurate considering the 
circumstances. For a time it seemed as though their 
numbers, their excellent shooting, and their really admir- 
able resolution must all before them and take them 
through the heart of the British centre. 

They were fighting for everything that they had on the 
very ground on which they had won their independence 
sixteen years before, and many a man of them remembered 
as he sent his bullets home how he had climbed these same 
heights as a boy and laughed at the English rooibaatjes as 
they fled like sheep down the hillsides, while he took pot- 
shots at their flying forms as he would have done at a herd 
of buck. 

But, however worthy of a better fate their valour may 
have been, their hopes were destined to a sudden and bitter 
disappointment. The set and studied warfare of to-day was 
not the irregular skirmishing which they had called battles 
sixteen years before. It was a thing of deliberate calcula- 
tion and almost mathematical exactness. They never 
guessed that nap dng in reality been allowed to come thus 
far, any more than they suspected by what means they 
would be prevented from going farther. 

They had got to within about two hundred yards of the 
tunnel when suddenly the fire from the batteries stopped. 
Thinking that the British ammunition had failed, or that 
an English flag of the usual colour was about to be hoisted, 
they raised a loud, hoarse shout of triumph, and rushed 
forward, crowding on to the line from both sides. 

Then out of the mouth of the tunnel there came a dull 
rumble rapidly growing louder; then a drifting cloud of 
mingled smoke and steam rolled out, and then, like some 
strange demon of destruction emerging from the very bowels 
of the earth, Commander Robertson’s armoured train, the now 
famous “No. 3,” thundered out of the darkness into the 
light, and came rushing down the incline right into the 
midst of them. 

The shout of triumph was instantly changed for yellsand 
cries of astonishment and terror, but these were speedily 
drowned by the grinding roar and rattle of the machine and 
quick-firing guns with which the armoured train was 
bristling from end to end. It was in vain that they 

led in a now tumultuous mob to get clear of the line 
in time, and to regain the cover of the rocks, and stones, 
and broken ground. : 

The pitilees iron monster rushed down on them — 
of nearly forty miles an hour, hurling them d or 
maimed to right and left, or grinding them out of all 
human shape under its wheels, and those who had escaped 


own in hundreds on either hand and in 
front of it under the hurricane of shells and bullets which 
i continued to vomit forth until the ground within the 
seme Of fire was literally swept clear of every living thing, 
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after which the two engines of the armoured train Were 
revcracd, and it climbed up the incline and disappeared into 
the tunnel out of reach of the Boer artillerists, 

Then tho batteries opened out afresh on the hidden 
marksmen to tho castward, and, after a brief and deadly 
storm of shell-fire, the Hampshire Regiment, the Capo 
Highlanders, a detachment of Cape Rifles, the Natal 
Royals, and the Durban Light Infantry were ordered to go 
in with the bayonet and clear them out. 

But the fate of the two attacking columns, which had 
been almost annihilated before they got under cover or out 
of rango, had for the time being taken a good deal of the 
heart out of them, and added to this, now that they were 
deprived of the support of the columns, they stood a very 
good chance of being surrounded. Their leaders, therefore, 
decided not to wait for a taste of the dreaded cold steel. 
The result was that before the Loyalist brigade got within 
charging distance, they had mounted and were riding for 
their lives to gain the shelter of their batteries. 

_ Meanwhile three other attacks had been taking place 
simultancously—one upon the Nek, between Amajuba and 
the Inquela Mountain, another along the Free State 
Border to the extreme British left,and another on Wakker- 
stroom to the extreme right, and by this time over sixty 
ntrcosid men and nearly two hundred guns were actually 
engaged. 

_ Langs Nek, as has been seen, had proved itself as 
impre; le to tho Bocrs as, sixteen years before, it had 

roved to the British, On the other Pass the Naval 

rigndo, mo peoxted by threo companics of the Cape 
Mounted Infantry and two of the Natal Frontier Force, 
hurled back assault after assault during nearly two hours 
of continuous fighting. To the left also tho attack from 
tho direction of Gans Vici, made by three thousand of the 
Freo State burghers, who had como over to help their king- 
men, was held in check for over an hour, and finally 
repulsed with severe loss by fifteen hundred men of the 
Australian and Canadian contingents supported by two 
companies of the Natal Carbincers. 

Bat by far the severest contest was by this time being 
waged round Wakkerstrcom, the attack on which was led 
by the veteran Commandant-General Joubert and the 
President himself, with Colonel Henning Pretorius 
directing the artillery. Wakkersinoom * was now so far 
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the key of the position, tnat if the Boers succeeded 
in taking it they would be able to turn the British right 
and force a retreat on Charlestown and Newcastle. 

Sir Charles Warren was therefore forced to considerably 
weaken his extended line in order to send up the necessary 
reinforcements ; and even when he had sent every man 
that he could spare, without losing the command of the 
practicable roads through his centre and left, the assailants 
still outnumbered the defenders by moro than two to one, 
and reinforcements were continually coming in from the 
north and west. 

It was here that the most desperate battle of the whole 
war took place. The Boers, fighting under tho eyes of 
their President, and led by their most skilful leaders, mado 
use of every advantage that their style of warfare and 
perfect acquaintance with the ground gave them. No fewer 
than four times were the British regulars and Colonial 
forces driven out of the town, and four times, as the rein- 
forements came up the road from Charlestown, did they go 
in and drive the Boers out in their turn. 

When the news was brought up to the President of the 
repulse of the attacks on the centro and left, and of the 
decimation of the columns of Commandants Meyer and 
Burger, he ordered every available man and gun to be 
brought up, so that he might concentrate the whole 
strength on Wakkerstroom: and roll" the British right 
by sheer weight of numbers. He saw clearly—just as 

early as Sir Charles Warren himeelf did—that if he 
could once sion of Wakkeratroom and the 
Charlestown the British positions would be turned, 
and the day would be his. As a matter of faot, the fate 
of that little town among the hills was just then the fate 
of Africa. 

As hour after hour went by and more of the Boer troops 
were brought up and more of the guns got into position 
the more the good fortune of the morning seemed in danger 
of being turned to naught, yet the Loyalists, outnum- 
bered by fully three toone, and now over-matched in artillery 
as well, fought on with a resolution which refused to recog- 
nise the possibility of defeat. 

At | » about three o'clock in the afternoon, Sir 

arren, who was standing with General Good- 
enough and his staff on the spur of a hill watching the 
battle, shook his head and said: 

“It's no use. They're too strong down yonder, and they 
are getting reinforcements every hour. We must have 
every man up and every gun that can be moved. If we 
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lose Wakkerstroom it’s all up. I confess I never thought 
these fellows would fight as splendidly as they have done. 
I hope to God Carrington gets here before nightfall. I can 
understand just now what Wellington felt at Waterloo. 
Hullo! What tho deuce is up now? They can’t be 
retreating just as they had almost got the place. However, 


let every man we've got be thrown into the place. If they 
begin to move, we must keep them moving. They've 
evidently had some pretty startling news.” 

“ Ah, listen!” interrupted General Goodenough, holding 
up hishand. “I fancy £ heard guns and machine-fire to 
the westward. I wonder whether they’re ours or Car- 
rington’s?” 

“If they’re Carrington’s,” replied Sir Charles quietly, 
“South Africa will be ours by sundown. If not—well, J 
suppose it will be something like Waterloo with Blicher 
left out.” 

(To be continued.) 
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ABBREVIATED VERSE. 


A MAN whose cognomen was Mr. 
O'Neal had a blondined young Sr, 
Who was courtei one night 
By young Billy Bright, 
And the neighbours assert that he Kr. 


Her ma was a handsome old Mme, 
Her dad's Christian name it was Ame; 
By his nose one would think 
He was partial to drink, 
And some people said he had Hme. 
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WonmeEN are now admitted to lectures at Edinburg 
University, where they sit in the front seats. Recently 
eight women were attending Professor Tait'’s lecture on 
the geometric form of crystals. 

bad octahedron, gentleman,” said the professor, “ is 
a body with eight plane faces. For example——” 

“Look at the front row,” broke in a man from the 
back seats. 
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Another Gfiarming Gift-Sook. 


Tuat delightful story which ran as a serial 
through the pages of Short Stories, entitled 


WHEN THE BIRDS @# 
@ #£=-BEGIN TO SING, 


By Miss Winifred Graham, < - 


18 NOW READY IN BOOK FORM, PRICE 8s. 6d. 


It consists of 239 pages, and contains sixteen full-page 
illustrations by Mr. Harold Piffard, an artist whose work is 
already well known to readers of our papers. 


London: C. Arthur Pearson Limited. 


Tur solid gold pencil-case offered for tho longest sentence 
in which one word appears consecutively the greatest 
number of times, has been won by Mr. Charles H. Paul, 6. 
Margaretta Terrace, Chelsea, S.W. The next best sen- 
tencea cameo from the following twenty-five readers, who 
have each received a penknife : 

Rodgers, Clematis Cottare, Elwell Bond, Upway, Dorchester ; 


B. 8. 
Elkim, Buildin: . Pric rd: T. 
hester; &. C. Dickie, on, Welling: 

White, 371, Abbey Huy Lane, Mane es eS: Dickie, , rink 


eye Bet aes hia Be 


—the Emperor of Germany, the King of Portugal, the Empress Frederick, and the Emperor of Austria. We will retire 


gracefully if any magazine can go one better. 
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At her side I walked, elate, 

"Till we stopped before a gate— 
Eh! What? ele ld 

“ T live here!” I wildly cvied. 

With a smile the said replied : 
“So do L” 

“Live here! What? The deuce you doP 

May I ask, then, who are you?” 
And I shook 


“ Lor’, sir,” then she made reply, 
With a twinkle im 


A Boy's Opinion of “Young Lochinvar.”—I 


» weer * mother gives me “ Young Lochinvar” to 
Tank fearfally 


ink it’s silly, and he did such 

Bd vi ford there was none.” 
Be must have been dreadfully wet when he came into 
the party was. I don't think it was 
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thé way I’ve turnéd it now. 
the fair lady he swung, 20 light 


aia | itat all; it’s fearfully hard 

cause I tried to swing Eabysand ee wee, ho 

I could eek 
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THE FAIR INCOGNITA. 


‘The old 
looked —_— solemn Lag aalletleeer on daughter 
entered the reception-room in response 
snakes erechiee deraee aia ual poung Me. 
a di 5 “yor 

Harkins were in this ston eid bracing, I 

“ Yes, ” she answered with downcast eyes, 
Geormethatts Mr. Harkins—called last evening, and 
I received him here.” 

en ee ee 
count,” ° tleman, “a suppose you pu’ 
pete rasp discussing Lteratare and art, and all 


ter. 

“Of course you are,” replied the old tleman 
sarcastically. “It takes three sitti a week for you 
up with the times. Oh, I know all about that, and I 
am ing to make certain concessions in view of your 
road dencies, but I don’t exactly understand 

is.” 


The old gentleman pointed to four cigars that were 
lying on the mantelpiece. The blood instantly mounted 
to the face of the beautifal daughter, but she did not 
lose her presence of mind. 

“Oh, fe how stupid of me!" shecried. “George— 
that is, Mr. Harkine—left those for you last night, and 
I forgot to give them to you.” 

“ Left them for me?” 

“ Reiuay coat Shey a new brand that Pe thisks 
particularly . an wante you to try them an 
see what you think of them. He es mat confidence 
in your judgment, and he —” 

She stopped, for the old gentleman had criticall, 
examined one of the cigars, and then smelt it, an 
he was now looking at her over the top of his glasses in 
a pi Be peg rapa way. 

“ That's the same cigar he has smoked for six months, 
to yt certain ” he sui 
Seta” tierce tena a, hb 
“ H ea in’ ° gen Ow 
will you insist uperf fo ing that your mother and 
went all gy hig this, and know all about it? Mr. 
Harkins is in the habit of carrying his cigars in his 
upper left hand vest pocket.” 

* Ye-es.” 

“And being a wise young man of considerable 
forethought, he remo the cigars from what he 
considered a dangerous ecm | last evening, and he 
wus so elated when he left that he forgot them. Am I 
correct ?” 

“ Ye-es, gel 

“ And when may I expect him to call upon me? ” 

“ ue said he 7 ing to — yon eis oe cbenpell 

“Very good. He's a careful and painstaki oun 
man, and I am ig Mae accept him asa pn bat 
I don't want any daughter of mine to think she can 
pull the wool over the eyes of an old man who has been 
through it all.” 

—_q7—_ 

In a French paper the editor says that his idea of a 
man who might paes for a Christian is one who 
doesn’t laugh when it rains on a picnic party to which 
he was not invited. 


Tue DertnH or IGNORANCE. — Dissatisfied Com- 
itor (leaving the ring at a horse show): “What! 
all yourselves ju of P Why, yer ain’t fit to 


judge broken-down bicycles!” 


et  r 

A ENOWING traveller out in Texas, who had chartered 
balf a bed at a crowded hotel, and was determined to 
hoi se hon oe tit a@spur on his heel before 
urning in. His unfortunate ing partaer bore the 
=n as long eA he could, and at roared out: 

“Say, stranger, if you're a leman, you ought to 
-out your toe-nails.” m — - : 


Por articles suitable for publication Ia P.W. of any length, end 
for short stories ef net more than 2,500 words, we gay at the rate 
of £2. 2s. a colama, which isa higher price than ts paid by any 
ether paper of the kind In the world. As an additional inéuce- 
ment to authors to give us the refesal of their best work, we offer 
a beaus of £10, which will be paid to the enthor of the 
contribution considered to be the best that appears in the 


y, Mr. |. 


| Abydos” in one night, and. wii 


Worpsworts dec'ared that for nearly twenty years 
his poems had not paid for his shoe-strings. 

Youne was of a gloomy and morbid disposition. One 
of his tragedies was written by the light of a candle 
inserted in a human skull. 


Byron wrote his celebrated poem of the “ Bride of 
ut mending his pen. 
The pen is still preserved in the British Museum. 

CAMPBELL received £60 for his “ Pleasures of Hope.” 
Everywhere it was read and admired, and it secured to 
the poet a permanent reputation at the age of 21. 

ENGLAND as a nation was satisfied from 1623 to 
1664, that is, a period of forty-one years, with two 
solitary editions of Shakespeare, which probubly did 
not together make one thousand copies. 

Cowper was often inclined to melancholia, and it 
was during one of theee fits of depression that he wrote 


“John Gilpin.” He suffered acutely from religious 
mania, on more than one occasion attempted 
suicide. 


Dr. Watts stood about five feet nothing in his 

i age his low meri | alpit ri ay advan- 

tage to his appearance in it; gravity 

and propriety of his utterances made his discourses 
very efficacious. 

Pops was, from his birth, of a constitution tender 


Gray, had he chosen, might have been the Poet 
Laureate during his life-time. The title was offered 
him and declined. . His famons 


Tax remuneration which Dryden received for his 
could hardly be called munificent. A document 
1s still preserved wherein a publisher admits having a 
little copsignment of 7,500 verees in his ion, and 
nares 10 Bey te Pee ain i ern yd 
10,000 verecs, with an extra bonus ef-€50 sh there 
be a second edition. ; ; 
Fexricra DoroTHEa BROWNE was the maiden name 
of Mrs..Hemans, and before she was fifteen ashe pub- 
lished a volume of poems. Her married life was not a 
happy one, and though the iage was never formall 
duanived, yet when her husbiax was obliged by ill. 
health to seek a more B sires clime, she remained at 
home to educate her children, and they mever met 
again. 


English magazine 


mce offered Mr. Browning a 
large sum for a poem, which he refused. . 


. 01 
sambers of P.W. Gated respectively December 8, 12, 19, and on page 


26. This effer will be repeated from moath te month, Aa 
really Interesting article of 500 words, or half a colamn, for 
iestance, may thes bring to. the writer the sum ef < ° 


.om SsH Is. Od. “Se 
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A really good of short eteties:is- tighed at Se. from these 4 “Phe impudent Comedian.” ° 
Lining about the volume py A ae) elegant—so very aban ord fora sct-beok: you know. 
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CHINA IS WAKING UP, 


‘THREE seems to be an awakening of the Chinese 
mind in favour of a less eomnolent condition in regard 
to. the introduction of foreign enterprise than that 
which has hitherto characterised its habits. A report 
bas recently been made, showing that the interest taken 
by foreign capitalists in China is increasing. This is 
especially the case with the firms representing the 
builders of railways and ships. 

Thus, the well-known shipbuilding firm of Cramp has 
established an agency there. An American railway 
syndicate has also submitted lids for the construction 
ofa road from Foochow to Chinkiang, as well as for an 
electric tramway in that portion of Shanghai in which 
the foreigners live. 

At present, it seems as if American enterprise were 
making a strenuous bid for this sort of trade, 
and it certainly behoves our manufacturers not to be 
behindhand in entering into competition with them, 
the road _having been paved to this end by the recent 
visit of Li Hung Chang. The present state of the 
resources of the kingdom will probably prevent the 
start taken Ly our shrewd Transatlantic cousins being 
of any considerable advantage to them, for the foreign 
customs revenue is practically pledged to pay the loans 
of 200,000,000 taels which China owes in Europe. 

There has recently arrived in Pekin, by command of 
tke Emperor, a Chinese gentleman who has become a 
naturalised American citizen. This is Mr. Yung Wing, 
who in 1872 accompanied the Chinese Educatioual 
Micsion to America. He has gone home for the 
purpose of diecuesing with the authorities the possihility 
of establishing a national banking’ system on the lines 
of that of the United States, as it is believed that its 
adoption would have a remarkably healthy effect on 
the financial state of the country. 


-————__———>»>o___— 


Tue strong man held up the piano on his chest. He 
aleo had the strength to support the player—but then! 
Alas! The player played *“ Daisy Bell,” and with a 
age the strong man collapsed. It was too much for 
fe Pia cies The last straw had broken the camel's 


a 


A LITTLE girl who was an unnoticed listener at dinner 
the other day suddenly piped up with: “Mamma, is 
everybody wicked?” 

“Why, no, my child, of course not,” answered the 
mother. ‘ Why do you ask euch a question as that?” 
waeen you haven’t eaid a nice thing about anyone 

-day.” 

The meal was finished in silence 


AN UNSPEAKABLE SELL. 


A RESIDENT in Vevey, Switzerland, lately died, and 
bequeathed a larga prorerty, which he was supposed to 
possess, to the “ local hospital of the town.” 

There being two local medical charities—the Town 
Hospital and the Hospice de Samaritan—a law-euit was 
entered by the former in order to decide its right to the 

legacy. 

_After considerable expenses had been incurred, the 
dispute was abruptly b ht to a close by the discovery 
that the decea had ulved in a most unseasonable 
jest, and, in fact, did not possess a penny to bequeath. 


FROM PIANO TO WHEEL. 


THE teachers of the piano are the latest rebellers 
against the overwhelming popdlarity of the bicycle. 

This was more or less to be expected, in view of the 
statement of the manufacturers of that instrument, that 
since the cycle craze had come over t!:e land their sales 
had considerably decreased. The cry of these often ill- 
paid professors of music shows how completely the wheel 
18 influencing modern life. ~ 
_ Compuratively few children are seen riding bicycles 
in London, but the reason for this is that they are 
probably kept out of the chief thoroughfares because of 
the dangers to which they would be liable by the traffic. 
Tn the quiet squaies and smooth roads of the suburbs 
the tale is different, and this accounts for the wail of 
the music-teachers which is now lond in the land. 


oe fo 
SHE took my hand in sheltered nooks, 
She took my fowera, money, books, 
Gloves—anything I cared to send— 
She took my rival in the end. 


WHAT SORT OF A PERSON 
ARE YOU? 


O amuse and at the samo time to interest our readers 

wo have retained the services of the most expert 
? graphologist of tho. present day, and even those 

who do not believe in the art will soon find them- 
selves convinced if they care to send along a specimen of 
their handwriting upon an unruled sheet of paper with 
their usual signature and fyll address. From this their 
characters will be told. These characters will not 
necessarily be flattering. They will be bare statements of 
the truth. In each case six stamps and a stamped and 
addressed envelope must be inclored. All letters should 


be marked “ Grarnoxoaier,” and forwarded to 


**PEARSON'S WEEKLY” BUILDING, Henrietta Street, 
LONDON, W.C. - 


THE DANGER OF DERELICTS. 
— 

Wuewn the House of Commons reassembles, Mr. 
Cumming Macdona will introduce a bill to authorise 
the Admiralty and Board of Trade to construct or 
charter vessels equipped with appliances for destroying 
dangerous derelicts at sea. 

As far back as 1889 a Marine Conference was held at 
Washington, which recommended international action 
towards this end. “The North Atlantic lune,” as the 
route eg by the large steamship lines plying 


between England and America is culled, contains 
several derelicts which are a menace to navigation. 
For the most part, they are lumber ships which have 


been water-logged end submerged, their masts broken 
off by the wind or waves, so that at night or in a fo it 
is almost impossible to see them. 

It is by no means improbable that among the ships 
which have gone down without explained reasons, many 
have come into collision with these hulks, and had 
ig knocked into them, which made them fill, and sink 
with 


causes. 

Seeing that the great bulk of the shipping of the 
North Atlantic is owned by English capitulicts, it 
behoves us to neglect no means for the carrying out of 
so decidedly necessary an improvement. An office of 
similar character has been undertaken by the Govern- 
ment of the United States in the waters of that part of 
the world, and dozens of derelicts have been destroyed 
by the ships of that country. A novel use has been 
made of them by the cruisers, which have used them as 
targets, and practically trained their guns on these 
hulks, and also have utilised them as objects for 


ramuning. 
———— 


Miss Hocasoom, of Chicago: “ And what profession 
is your brother in, Lord Shortcash P” 
rd Shortcash : “‘ Oh, wnen Algernon leaves Oxford, 
I fancy he will take orders.” 
Miss Hogaboom (surprised): “ Yes? Well, there are 
some real nice gentlemen travelling for pa.” 


eet Se 


Suspicious CrRcuMsTANCE.—“It may be mere 
coincidence,” said he thoughtfully. “I hope that such 
is the case.” 

“ What's that P” asked the other man. 

“Why, every time I call at the Johnson's I find the 
door-mat turned so that the ‘Welcome’ is upside 

| down as I go in and all right as I start for the 
‘ street.” 


great rapidity, so that scores, and perhaps _- 
hundreds of lives have been lost from quite preventable \ 


t 
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ta HERETT IST GET ITIY RATHERIT 


CHRISTMAS COMES BUT ONCE A YEAR. AS USUAL, OUR CHRISTMAS SHILLINCSWORTH. 
The value, again, is marvellous. Everybody should send for our 


No. 1 I ed Roger 
16s. No. 2 ditto, with 
plated Tilting Tab'e, 

ith each 


hine we give sa 8 
 tacration six square fect of aseu: planed 


gross we shall prert a book containing 13 two 
penny Fretwork Designs. 

OUR NEW CATALOGUB.—Jart ont, price 
6a., free. With each Cuta’ we present 
three Magnificent Fret Designs 
on K; , und a Bcent Stand. These 

ere worth 24. 


J. H. Skinner & Co. Ltd., 


7a 


=a) 


In DRESS MATERIALS, MANT- 
LINGS, JACKETS, BLOUSES, 
SKIRTS, UNDER-CLOTEHING, 
FPLANNBLS, CALICODS, SHIRT- 
ING@s, TOWELS, CORSETS, 
BLANKETS, BUGS, MATS, 
QUILTS, SHEETS, &c., do. 


SUITABLE FOR PRESENTS. 


Evory reader of Prarson’ U yeepecthutt invited to write for PATTERNS of our Dress 
Materials, Me I USTDATE it E 11st, which we ¢en Post Free and do not require 
returning. Write at once. 


A 
, REVOLUTION IN 
(Cigarette Paper 


Books 


CORPULENCY CURED =.=: 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR PRESENTS. 
Most asiatio ore Designs on three 1 shapod panels, by alik riband for hanging. 


pensive self-treatment, effecti’g o rapid end per- 
Tuanent redaction without chengein dict. Particular 
free op receipt of stamped addre . Dr. 
€.G BOYD, 4, York Bidgs., Chartag Crox-, London. | 
rene nS ORR eI RS 
You get the whole of the following splendid assortment; 
! A Most Charming Seicction of Seventeen Superior 
A lot of fun without vulgarity. ‘ Then here’s s hand, my trusty friend.” 
POR AULD LANG SYNE. 
graceful each suspetiied 
tifully printed in Co!ours, the Months in Golf. A useful and pretty production. 
TABLEAU-STAND RELIEF FIGURES. 


Ho. 10 DEPT., DEREKAM. 
CUSTOMERS DELICHTED. NOTHING BETTER COULD BE WISHED FOR. SELUNC BY THOUSANDS, 
More than Five Shillingsworth of ARTISTIC 
and SEASONABLE NOVELTIES. 
i] 
H CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CARDS, 
| To the value of 3d., 4d., and 6d. each. Including a Vartety of most Exquisite 
JEWEBLLED AND FOLDING CARDS. 
TPubilehed by Messrs. Raphael Tuck & Sons. Their artistic merit is simply perfection, 
Pretty Novelty in Folding Card ; the hands separate and clasp 
CHILDREN’S HAPPY FACES. 
Very Novel Children’s Card, constructed to stand. Opens ont and forms a pretty ornament. 
NOVELTY-THE “BOUDOIR” CALBNDAR. 
A pretty arranged group, constructed to stand, illustrating o favourite fairy ta'e. Sure to please the youngaters. 
THE DIADEM CHRISTMAS CARD. 
tented Maan) Ae t ERY Sct Sock PetinceG et Soh on a a 


JEWELLED YULETIDE BOOKLET. 
Beantifuil up. Pretty designs with selected geasonable Posm, printed in a most e‘aborate manner, 
auished With milk cord and tasaela. Tndedt, very charming present. Sure to be admired. a 


rtment that, if bought in th 
In alt Tweaty Prewentn « necpatine, Seaceniint ath pae™ is the ordinary wag, 


es Melton Cloth Dress Skirts, Black, Navy. 
‘Special Cheap Lines sxe re von; Melton Understirts, 49: 
Pink Flannelette Knickers, Chemise, and Nightdress, 7/- the set; Corsots, 2'6 
and 3/6, White Linen Aprons, 11}4. and 1/2; Woollen Stockings, 1:2; Woollen 
Wndervosts, 2/9; Striped Towels, 1/6 por pair; White Turkish Towels, 1/10 per 
patr; Cloth fable Covers, Crimson or Claret, 4/6; Unbleachablo Sheets, 3°98 
and 4/6, Blanketa, 9/6, 12/., and 15/. per pair, Yorkshire Cloth Blankets, 


The whole of the above marvellous Shillingsworth will be srwt post free for 14 stampa. Two differently aserrted, 
26 stamps, or Postal Urder and Stamps to the value preferred, which we guarantee to reture if nut ae represented, 


Wholesale Catal a 
wT Shopkeepers should icone fou 10 | le logue and Samples 2 Phrjistmas 
JSON TECARIDOGOULDYD «& co., 
18 and 20, SIDNEY STREET, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, 8. 


Of Dr. MACKENZIE'S 
IMPROVED HARMLESS ARSENIC 


SII II VMS 


Ty 


eter opened overy Moutey and is 8, Harvey, 5, Denman St., London Bridge, 8.B. 
ana Dress Serge, 5/-; 
me Ciertinge M11; Fiaunel, 6/9. : ry 


eral 2s. 04. 7 
Use 
siietigd Sern. 


BEWARB OF THE WARY RTT ETION. 
a DR, MACKERZIE’S OR HONK. 


2 
RRaDicateD BY USING 
ESAULINE. 
Teeth 


Post Fane (esoretiy racked) 
‘aE 
in pritiek Tele a 


7 10/8, 14/8, and 17/6 per pair. sone n= uaa or Cash refanded. All Parcels COMPLEXION WAFERS > 

Ay will juce the most lovely complexion that 

- In Addition to quoting extraordinarily low tha fmegingtion contd deere; clear, fresh, MOUSTACHES 7/G *4t0om, Gum wrrm 100 7) 
a SPECIAL NOTICE. putelcerary cline are erimw ID (Ql) UR Gat wetam Yon au ABET Rate | 8 ate Seeenibai™* 76 
J Ane 

nl 


300 Birds or Rabbits can be killed 
with this gun ata cost ofl, Will 
penetrate son aes deal board 


78 to 100 


B4VE ‘Aven 


7 LUTAS LEATHLEY & GO., Dept. 107, ARMEEY, LEEDS. 


nition 
: "a Weebly, 
J eevreerererreearsearereserearaagyers Sseoaeycs (don Prareon's Werlly, 


. TOTTENMAM, Middlesex. Men. | 


we 
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. until they are two or three years old 
Children, should morey be suffered to walk long 
enough to be tired. 


HOME NOTES. 


IsoBEL will be glad to answer, in this page, questions of 
general interest upon household matters, so far as space 
permits, Envelopes should be marked Home NOTES. 


is composed of soft soap and rain 
9g Julep water made into a lather with a 
teaspoonful of powdered borax, a little oil, and a small 
quantity of spirit of camphor. 


° +, Two eggs beaten to a froth, 
Buttermilk Pie. half a tecuptal of sugar, one 
tablespoonful of flour, one pint of buttermilk, and one 
tablespoonful of butter. Whjgk all together, and bake 
with one crust. Add any spid& or flavouring desired. 


thus: Make a 
Wash Pampas Grass jather with sts 
soap and soft water. Shake the dried about in 
this, and then rinse in cold water, slightly blued, and 
dry in the sunshine on clean cloths. After this treat- 
ment the grass should be quite white. (Reply to 
SuNsHINE.) 


me fair- 
Tomatoes and Rashers, soak, sipn eaeatoe, 
wipe them, and cut into slices crosswise. Place in a 
frying-pan with a little butter, pepper, and salt, and 
fry till tender. The bacon may be either added and 
‘fried with the tomatoes or cooked in a gridiron in front 
: Hop Bitters.«&: bef ape Serve on a hot dish with sprigs of parsley 
Hop Bitters and Hop Tea. cmt d ; kin 
“el Valuable Embrocation. jne cost of making 
it is excellent for sprains, sore throats, and rheumatism. 
Take half a pint of turpentine and one , put them 
into a large bottle, cork it, and shake till it becomes 
a thick cream, then add aivanoe one pint of vinegar; 
bottle for use. This mixture will keep for years, and is 
improved by the addition of a small lump of camphor. 
(Reply to Mr. Srock.) 
Soda Buns Rub three ounces of butter into 


; F hi 
Unbleached Calico waning a anne 
it up, allow an inch in the yard for this. 
‘ ee Add a tablespoonful of lard 
Quick Biscuits. o, putter to onequart = ee, 
blended with two teaspoonfuls of baking-powder and a 
little salt. Mix into a — dough with water. Roll 
out very thin, using as little flour as possible, cut into 
rounds with a tumbler, and bake in a slow oven till 


crisp. F 
Ie this Label Paste yhstyouremiret fone 


then pour 
boiling water on it, stirring well till all is mixed the 
: achly ¢ dissolved. Add seven or eight anh 

acid, an it will be ready for use. ( y to 


distilled water twenty ounces. all well together 
and bottle securely. Tea.—Pour a gues of boiling 


° Make a short crust with three- 

Pork Pies. quarters of a pound of flour and six 

ounces of lard. Knead into a stiff dough with cold 

water. out the,pastry about a quarter of an inch 

thick, the tins with it and them with pork 

aie pbaiag Cut up a pound of pork, fat and lean, in 

uare. pieces ; season with a nful of salt, 

and that quantity of and ice. Cover 

a wet ie ose ge and press firmly 

. Ornament the top and make a hole in the 

centre. Brush over with egg and bake in a moderate 
oven. : 


Take any number of 
Marmalade. jmoos-vix. make 2 


Slice them very thinly, only putting out 
ot sliced frit add te 


candied orapge peel, fmely chopped. Dissolve a salt- 
spocaful of: Peete ok coder ba half a gill of luke- 
warm milk, mix two well-beaten eggs, and beat them 
well into the dry ingredients. Place in spoonfuls on a 
well-greased bun tin, and bake about fifteen minutes. 
To Insure Having a Good Fried Rump 
Make a clean, dry, g-pan very hot over 
Steak. the stove, lay the steak init at fierce heat for 
one minute, slip a knife under it, and turn it to seal the 
juices on the other side; turn it again, and cook each 
side at a good heat for seven minutes. Have ready a 
hot dish on which is dissolved an ounce of butter mixed 
with a tablespoonful of Worcester sauce. Place a few 
shavings of butter on the steak, and garnish with horse- 
radish and potato chips. 


i 
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should be miuch appreciated during the cold weather. 
The cost is trifling, and it is easily prepared. Make a 
syrup by boiling half a gallon of water with two pounds 
of sugar; when boiling stir well and take off any ecum 
that may rise to the top. When it has boiled ten 
minutes, remove it from the fire, and when cold add 
essence of peppermint till of -sufficient strength. 
Before bottling add a piece of washing soda the size of 
a pea, Cork well and it can be used immediately. 


Cumberland Butter, Heres ,)"9,,80°4 


yrup 3 
iar eecenere’, In taking out the pipe be care- 
all white pith in, as: that Eoproves the 


- To Dye Straw Black. zee ive pce La 
and to every half- d add four ‘of soft 
: cr sagen ill cover the hata. "Boil the hats 


2g 
3 
4 


Carib casita baniececk lak When quite dis- 


solved, return the hats and simmer for twenty minutes. | Tecii ¢ 
heads . fe uarter of a pound of butter in a jug and melt it by 
Lift while. simmering, to get the air, then remove ete po vapdiocncidee) Ke ‘Bae nepal 


entirely. Rinse well in plenty of cold water, and hang 

the shade to ary." When vew' stiffen the hate 

by brushing over with light glue, and when dry, block 
asusual, (Reply to GRACE.) ak 9 

. ° ut it is, as you say, 

Poverty is no Crime, accidedly incl eoniene. 

You yearn for a golf cape, but, sad to relate, your 

income will not permit you to keep a wrap entirely for 

travelling, and you do not care to use that style of cape 

g for daily wear. Don't despair 

: about the matter. Get a good 


tse butter has melted, add one pound of soft brown 
sugar, proscar ae of rum, a little nutmeg, and 
spice to taste. Stir all together for five minutes, put it 
into a glass bowl and use when cold. (2) Take Bites 
quarters of a pound of dark soft sugar, over it pour 
a wineglassful of rum or brandy, allow it to dissolve, 
then melt one pound of butter, pour it over the sugar, etc., 
and add to it one grated nutmeg. Whilst the mix- 
ture is comes * should be constantly stirred to pre- 
vent the bu floating. When the butter is nearly 
cold, place it in a glass bowl, and sift sugar over. 


To Love, One must Respect, otorestedt 
to know them. Even the most unpatriotic 


necessary 
cannot but be readict out Gyeme, thanka ae om we 
are enjoyi and most peaceful reign on 
record. tt A ietpoauibie, however, for her to noes each 
of Bs sche Pee ee oe should hasten to 
avail ves of the information afforded in the series 
entitled “The Private Life.of the ” which com- 
menced in the issue of Home Notes dated L ber 5th, 
d is continued in each number... The writer of the 


SERsess 


three months. 
order and save noise. (Reply 


while another draws the back 
(Reply to E. P.) 


This Peppermint Cordial Recipe 


In a well-regulated house the door latch 
Locks. binges and locks should be oiled evar 
his will keep them in good working 
o Frpaxr, Bath.) 


Hold the plush down. 

To Renovate Plush. wards “wher bolling 
water, then gently pass it across a hot iron, to raise the 
pile. The iron should be held upright by one person 
the plush across it. 


for your birds should he 

The German Paste jrepared as follows: 
Blanch two ounces of sweet almonds, and chop very 
finely, add to this seven ounces of -meal, and the 
same quantity of crushed biscuit. il two eggs till 


quite hard, pound and add to the other ingredients, with 


a few drops of essence of lemon. When all is thoroughly 
blended, through a sieve, and then store for use. 
(Reply to Miss C. Lane.) 


. ° With a whisk, beat the 
A Rich Rice Cake. yolks of four very fresh 


eggs for inenhy eee add to them three ounces of 
— = ork ie well, te add bet ounces of 
rice flour, two ounces of pas' our, two tablespoonfuls 
of brandy and half the pared rind of a lemon. Have 
ready the whites of two which have been whisked 
for a quarter of an hour. t these together for ten 
minutes. Place the cake mixture in a small mould and 
put it immediately into a fairly brisk oven. Bake for 
about thirty minutes. (Reply to M. 8., Croydon.) 


° When a quantity of small coal, such 
Fire Balls, as you describe, has accumulated 
in the cellar, it must be used up, for each bag of coal 
laced on the top only adds to the trouble. In country 
itr icta where clay can be readily obtained, the coal 
dust, with half its bulk of damp clay, should be mado 
into balls about the size of oranges. These, when 
dried, will burn with an intense heat, not by themselves, 
but placed with lumps of coal on an ordinary fire. In 
towns where clay is not so easily procured, the dust can 
be worked up into balls, with just enough paraffin, or 
other mi oil, to make them hold together. These 
burn famously as soon as made, and can even, with care, 
be used for lighting a fire when there is a scarcity of 
lumps of coal. (Reply to STaNnLEy.) 


> This recipe is sent me by a 
To Tan a Skin. kind coeréapomdent, who: oayt 
that shumac is better in every way for skins than salt 
and acids, for the skins can then be washed when 
necessary, and will not feel damp in wet weather. I 
give the recipe as it was sent to me. The skins 
which people wish to tan at homeare those of cats, rabbits, 
etc., and so only small quantities will be required: Take 
one pound of shumac and half an ounce of powdered 
sal , mix ther till you have a paste, and lay on 
the fleah side of hide. this in with the hands 
or a brush, roll thé skin up for’a week, opening it every 
day to damp the paste and rub it into theskin. Take a 
pel. put four pounds be reer into it, and on it pour 
iling water, and stir all together. When the water has 
sufficiently to put the hand in it, dip the skin in 
a few times, and then lay it in the liquor. At the end 
of a week take out the skin and warm up the tanning 
fluid. Before returning the skin the water must be 
cold. Each day take the skin out of the liquor for a 
few minutes to giveitair. In 


three weeks the skin will be 
tanned. Tosoften the skin, rub 
it on the flesh side with oe > 


stone. (Thanks to H. 


-” Advertisements can only be received up to 
December 31 at the following rates: Oommencing 
January, 1807,.2 new scale will come into force based 
upon £120 per insertion for front page, 2100 per page 
facing matter, £28 per inch single column. 


ADVERTISEMENT SCALE. 


Single column, per inch, per insertion .. ..4£110 0 
Double ” o~ ww. 8 0 O 
Full page inside, facing page of matter, either 
white paper or 2n4 or 3rd page of cover, or 
back page, per insertion 00 wn we ws 70 0 0 
Half page » " ) nw ow 35 00 
Quarter page » o oe. ww. w 1710 0 
Righth page » ” nw wo 818 0 
Tenth page ,, o o ow ow «ChFC OC 
Front page, whole ww ws wi wm «« « 90 0 0 
° Ralf... 0 seems BO CO 
we qmnster n,n eis BBO OO 
” CC ee a -~ 41 50 


AU spaces above one-tenth af o page are charged at per pape rate. 


Black blocks are charged 25 per cent, extra. AU advertisoments are 
subject to approvat, AU copy must be sent in by Noon on Thursday, 
Dec, 17, intended for the Issue on sale Dec. 26, end dated Jan. 2. 
The Propristors reserve the right to hold over or suspend the insertion 
of any advertisement without prejudice to other insertions om order. 
All communications should be addressed to the Advertioement Manager, 
Pearson's Weekly” Offices, Henrietta Strect, London, W.C. 


WEEX EXDING 
i Dac, 19, 1806. 


Emaciation and Debility. 


These two Affections aro inseparable 
Companions, they cannot exist apart. De- 
bility, whether Local or General, begets 
Emaciation or Wasting as truly as the night 
follows the day. Thcy are Indicative of 
loss of Vital Power in the Tissues on the 
one hand, and a Lack of Vitality in the 

| Blood on the other. 

So soon, therefore, as a Weakly Person 
perceives that he or she is losing Weight, 
then let euch look to it without delay, or 

‘ they may von reach that point when the 
Recuperative Powers may be placed in such 
a condition that Recovery will be exceedingly 
problematical. 


Thero is only one way in which the failing 


Vitality can be restored to its pristine 
Viyour, and that is through the Natural 
Nutritive Channels--the Digestive and 


Assimilating Organs. Any other attempted 
mcthod will be simply beating the air. 


All the Concentrated Foods in the World, 
all the Essences and Extracts of Beef, and 
|| all the Preparations of Malt, Pepsine, or 
:| Cod-Liver Oi] in existence will be found of 
| no value whatever so long as the Stomach 
| and Intestines are out of Tone, and incapable 
of Digesting and Absorbing Food. The 
thing is utterly impossible, notwithstanding 
i} any assertions made by interested parties to 
| tho contrary. 
| Any Physiologist will tell you this. 

No Medicinal Preparation ever devised by 
Man, past or present, can for a moment 
compare with Guy's Tonic for the prompti- 
tade, safety, or certainty of its offects in all 
cases of Dobility and its uttendant Wasting 
of the Tissues. 


{ 
| Guy's Tonic is a wonderful Reviver and 
Strengthener of the Stomach. It speedily 
creates Appetite, ensurcs perfect Digestion, 
and tones up the entire Alimentary Tract, at 
the same time it stimulates the Absorbents 
go that the Blood is enriched with the 
necessary Pabulum for the due performance 
of ite all-important Functions, and the 
| entire Frame is thus nourished and sus- 
tainod in a state of Health and Strength. 


_ Guy’s Tonic is indeed a Sovereign Remedy 
in every instance where the “ Powers of 


Lifo” have become below their 
Normal Standard from any cause, and 
Thousands of Invalids have reason to 


bless the Day on which it was introduced to 
their Notice. Take the following interesting 
Case as an Example: 


“Morthoe, North Devon. 
“I have delayed writing you because the 
Recovery of my Son, after taking a bottle of 
Guy’s Tonic, was so rapid that I was afraid 
his return to Health could not be real. No 
less than Seven Doetors in Australia tried to 
cure him and failed. He is now in Business 
and as well as ever. Ihave already recom- 
mended Guy’s Tonic to many suffering from 
Stomach Complaints, and they also have 
found much good from its use. 
“RICHARD COAD, 
“ Gospel Temyerance Missioner, and 
Deputational Lecturer for the 
United Kingdom Alliance.” 


Mr. Coad, Junior, the Person referred to 
in the foregoing, writes as follows: 


“ Woolahra, Morthoe, North Devon. 
“Since I commenced to take Guy’s Tonio 
my Appetite has improved, and I am putting 
on Flesh. 
“LAWSON COAD.” 
Writing later: 


“ Woolahra, Morthoe, North Devon. 
“Iam grateful to say that the Improve- 
ment in my Health, of which I wrote in my 
last Letter, still continues, and I am getting 
quite as Stout as I was before my illness. 
“LAWSON COAD.” 


Guy's Tonic is sold by Chemists 
and Stores throughout the World. 
Guy’s Tonic is now employed in 
Hospital Practice. and is widely 
recommended by Medical Men. 
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P.W.’S G.P.0. 
J. 8. writes: “I have often wondered why at Christmas 
ody should be inspired with such joyful- 


time.e 
ness and , as though the whole earth at that 
time with delight ; and Ithought: Could 


there be Co dl influence at work at this 


season of pP——_————-I don’t think so. It 
seems to me that, the reason is physiological rather 
than — the anticipation of a com- 


state of the body arn ew few days of 
justified laziness is responsible for that joyfulness and 
Teprlnes of which you At Christmas- 
tide: the: masses ‘indulge in a condition -of living 


RB. B.—No, not till next year. rding the other 
our bicycle, turn up the lamp till it 
give off a vigorous asthma chest 
cough, and you will be as near a motor-car as you 
poesibly can. 
Awnaunr the inquiry made by a correspondent the other 
week as to what was the means of resuscitating 
drowned person whose arms were 
broken, Mr. F. J. Roberts, of Ruthin, N. Wales, writes ; 
There are several methods of restoring the apparently drowned 
not involve movements of the arms, and would therefore be 
ie Barwent's, te witeh the body i pieced, fare dowawards, 
wi is " 
pa 4 " or of. wood under the stomach. 


under the sprea 

on the chest, ing steadily forward and raising the ribe. 

When the ribs have been raised to their utmost extent they are 

allowed to recoil to their former position. The process should be 

repeated fifteen times a minute. 

8. J. L. axp Orusrs.—Mr. Carroll, ths gentleman who 
went round the world for P.W. for hing, success- 
fully accomplished his journey. 

BE. F. Watrans commences his letter in a friendly way. 
He says: “I should like to bash your head 
make you ‘swallow a ooRy of your own abominable 

.” Very thoughtful of him, but rather illogical. 
Weald have cg yon if he =e eres 

’ the 3 @ pl impossibility as it 

sen Homer, oe Lat po 
m iting to 4 expe’ 

graphologist of the present day,’ and she said I was 

pugnacious somewhat narrow-minded.” This 


3, rong of her.. It is obvious, by his letter, 
thet "Me, ‘Walfere is cheerful, pit ec era and 


broadaninded. This is emphasised by his concludin; 

aE se ern to the henge Prosecutor, 
and rosecute. you for obtaining 
fee 2 villain.” 8o 


money false pretences, you i 80 
you foogot to mention your address. I should like t 
call upon you one afternoon and take tea—or send a 
certain trustworthy member of my staff. 

Gieut Beavers or P.W. wish to know if the members 
of the staff are debarred from entering the Coupon 
OCompetition————_———Moat. decidedly. I never 
have and never shall allow any person employed in 
these offices to compete in any of the competitions 
offered through any of my papers. 

( wave received quite a long and interesting letter from 
a reader of P.W. in Japan, and from it I give the 


‘Japanese birthdays are all on the let of January. No matter 
@hen a child may be born, it is counted one year old when that 
Gate arrives, even if it were born at the end of December. 

This must be very convenient for the man with a 


— Leaeyy whose youngsters insist upon a party on 
birthdays. 


while drivers, with equal 
freyne hap 


- it ia an impossibility for the wheels of a locomotive 
ing free to revolve faster than the train is moving 
ing the circumfezence of the 


. Wheel to be twenty feet, in Pr feet of line 
covered the wheel, will Rate ona Srastiy One corse: 


tion—bnt in it has been found 
otherwise. hen moving at a rate, the 
engine will oscillate so heavily that the wheels will 
ee ton es ee SS And 
tt is then that the wheel swings round slightly faster. 
On the other hand, a w! will frequently at one 
revolution cover a length of metal greater than its 


REGARDING the rertark which appeared on this pa 


negro is full of cunning and very little reason. 
see with his eyes he can copy with his hands; but when it comes 
to rea 

are Jiko the West Coast parrots, which can imitate what they 
aye re cannot possibly reason what they say, in spite of 
wi 


AmonG the letters of inquiry received durin 
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A soup gold pencil-case will be given to the person | ANENT a paragraph in connection with London being 


who piosens 4 peodhoing the best oe bc 
posed entirely of words that appear in the headin 
of articles on pa 353, 355, a7, and 358. A id: 


pisted pencil-case will also be given to each of the | 


fty competitors whose attempts are next best. Date 
of closing, Monday, December 21st. 


LitrLe JOHN suggests that the year should be divided 
into thirteen months. Twelve of the months would 
consist of bendy <a days apiece—thut is, of just 
four weeks—and the other month of twenty-nine, 
with thirty days in leap years. The first, eighth, 
fifteenth, and twenty-second of every month would 
falhon the same day of the week as would the 
second, ninth, sixteenth, andtwenty-third, and so forth, 
so that calendars could te abolished. But 
there is another side to this scheme. What about 
birthdays? They would have all to be altered. And 
all important national holidays would have to be 
shifted, and cha and modifications innumerable 
would have to take place. Yet, I agree with you, 
Litre Jony, that such a division of the year would be 
a tremendous improvement on the present ra 
method. The one block to its success is public 
sentiment. It is easier for us to get along in this 
ramshackle way than to upeet the existing arrange- 
ments and learn a new almanac. 


Ir arrives at this office with such persistent regularity 
that I am beginning to think it must worry a goodly 
number of people. And yet the answer is so obvious. 
“‘ Suppose a ship to have fixed in its stern a fan of 
sufficient strength when set in motion to fill sails with 
wind, would this propel the ship in calm weather?” 
—————_ A moment's logical reflection will make 
the whole thing clear. Assume, in the first place, 

that the atmosphere is perfectly motionless. Set the 

fan going, and its action will be similar to that of a 

screw propeller in the water, only, of course, to a less 

powerful The natural result is that the ship, 
if moved at all, would be carried in an opposite 
direction to that taken by the volume of rushing air— 
in this case, stern foremost. . In order to ace an 
effect upon the eailing capacities of the canvas, it 
would be necessary to erect one fan to fill the sails, 
and another to counteract the propelling tendency of 
the air current from the first. 


R. H. wishea to know what nation instituted the pre- 


sent essentially British custom of shaking hands. 
e ancient Israelites started this 
method of greeting. It was intended to signify 
peace, to promise allegiance, swear friendship, or 
give security. It doesn’t mean all that now, of 
course. 


short tims back regarding the ability of the Cay 
Coast negro to write Latin characters, Mr. C. Smit 
of Southatnpton, says : 

My opinion is, from a three years’ ¢ 


a 
‘J 
rience out there, that a 


What he can 


son and grammar, he is out of it. In the same way, they 


onderful parrot stories to the contrary. 


Y. Nort suggests the formation of an Inventors’ Aid 


poh (mR genuine public concern, not a private 
swindle—to be run on such lines as would admit of 
any inventor, however impecunious, using it as a 
medium for patenting and working his idea, and, in 
the event of success, allowing it a certain percentage 
on the profits, after the cost of patenting has been 
defrayed. The potng directors of the company would 
consist of aries men upon whom would devolve 
the responsibility of accepting or rejecting inventions. 

A concern of this sort would certainly be 
appreciated by moneyless inventors, while I should 
think there was money in it for the promoters, 
provided they knew their business. It only wants 
some enterprising person to take the initidtive. 


O. E. G.—Many thanks for your long letter. I fear I 


cannot adopt your suggestion at the moment, how- 
ever. 


the past 
two or three weeks there has been a deci pion: 
ence of questions regarding peculiarities common to 
the sexes. Chief among t' is: “ Why does a man 
in lighting a match strike towards his body, and a 
woman, performing the same operation, strike away 
from her body?” Another favourite runs something 
like this: “In attempting to catch an article thrown 
to him while in a sitting position a man invariably 
closes his knees, while a woman opens hers. Why is 
rah ” - The he ey A accounted for b’ 
6 innate nervousness iar to every woman, an 
to the calm, firm bravery that exista neg the bosom of 
every man. A woman takes the precaution to pre- 
vent glowing match-heads fi into her face or on to 
her g; but man—intrepid, lusty man—shows a 
wholesome indifference to these lurking d 
cheerfully uses his countenance as a resting-place for 


of an article with his knees 
than open, in the same way ita eames deen 
a greater when spread open than it does 


the only city in England containing neither theatre 
nor eee that appeared on this page a few weeks 
ago, F. 
‘Re answer to Teddy J. in P.W. of this week, I believe that your 


W. B. writes: 


reply is not quite correct. I think the one of Wells, Somerset 
as being without theatre or music-hall, is correct, : 


8. N.—It was just a joke. 


The intensity of the rivalry 
existing between Victoriu and New South Wales is as 
keen as that between ——— and Boston—perhaps 
more so. A Scotsman would experience ao lesser 


shock to his system on hearing Scotland spoken of as 
a En of England than a Victorian who gets his State 
labelled N.S.W. To such an absurd extent is thia 


peice carried, the proprietor of a shop in the 
trand tells me, that his establishment was boycotted 
by citizens“of Sydney, N.S.W., over here on a visit 
and permanently, because he mentioned on his window 
that he was “late of Melbourne, Sydney,” etc, He 
put Melbourne first, you see. 


T. J. would like to know why the members of some 


families are so disagreeable with each other, yet so 
nice to strangers.—_—————That such a melancholy 
state of affairs does actually exist is beyond question. 
And the fault lies chiefly with the heads of the house, 
in the same way that dissension and treason in a 
nation may be traced to bad management and 
ineapability on the part of the ruler. If parents do 
not teach their young ones the proper way to love and 
respect one another, how will they learn? And 
although a small boy cannot be expected to regard his 
equally small sister always with tender affection, and 
refrain from mangling her doll, or jumping on her tea- 
set—indeed, I should be inclined to consider a boy 
who abstained from doing this sort of thing on 
principle as having but a short time to live—any 
signs of vice should be detected and eliminated. The 
exercise of due care in waging domestic buttles out of 
the children’s presence will give them the impression 
of complete serenity of the paternal mind, and send 
them there to look for comfort when in trouble. It is 
the harsh, nagging parents who impart to their 
offspring the unw: me spirit of quarrelling. 


8. B. wishes to know if a lunatic may vote during a 


General Election. Nota medically certitied 
lunatic. As regards those not under proper control, 
yes. 


W. G. was at an entertainment the other night where a 


“Lightning Calculator,” gave an exhibition of his 
alleged skill in totting up tremendous addition 
sums with remarkable Besa. W. G., having some 
idea of emulating this poten, wishes to know how 
the scheme is worked.——HHt-HAs «regards the 
addition part of the business, the system is a trick 
rather than an exhibition of mental dexterity. For 
example, individuals in the audience call outa number 
of figures, which form the first line. To this the per- 
former adds another line, isting of such as 
will, when added to those above, tot up to nine, except 
that on the extreme right, which makes ten. This 
re him one, and as many noughts as there are 

igits in the line. The next row is called out by the 
audience, and the fourth row is added by the calcu- 
lator to produce a result similar to the combination of 
the first and second. Any number of lines of figures 
can thus be added, and when the sum is finished the 
last two lines only need be totted up, putting on the 
extreme left the number of pairs of lines that have 
been dealt with. As a simple example, take the fol- 


lowing figures : &; 
Audience eee eee eve eee 28754 
Calculator 0 ove oe eo 71246 
Audience oro ote ove ewe 85643 
Calcolator oe or  e ec 14357 
Audience Cr ee Tee 6:00 J 
Audience ore eter ee ISB 


——— 


373389 - 
You can astonish some of your uninitiated friends 
with this, but you must possess a good memory. 
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